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FIBERTEX A specially prepared 
fibrous material which, in careful 
tests, has proved superior to all other 
fibers tested. The matting or bridging 
effect of the fibers has walled off 
many types of porous or creviced 
formations which would have other- 
wise needed a cement job. Does not 
ferment or deteriorate in use, hence 
will not sour the mud. Reduces 
amount of preservatives needed in 
starch muds. 


MICATEX Specially ground mica, 
effective by itself in mild cases of 
lost circulation. Often used with 
Fibertex in severe cases, where the 
combination has frequently been 
very successful. Does not swell or 
disintegrate in the mud, nor will the 
mica particles abrade pump liners, 
pistons and other parts of the mud 
system. 


FINE MICATEX Where known mildly- 


...it’s time for these 
TESTED BAROID 
PRODUCTS 


We won't waste your time by telling you how 


( 


serious lost circulation can be—every operator 
knows that—or by trying to pretend that these 
products are sure-fire remedies for every job. 
g You know better, since no two cases of lost 


circulation are ever exactly alike. But thou- 


sands of experienced operators who have 


porous formations exist, operators 
frequently add this specially sized 
flake mica to the mud before drilling 
into these zones of lost circulation. 
Since Fine Micatex has been ground 
fine enough to pass through the mud 
screens, it is not necessary to by-pass 
the shale shakers when using this 
product. 


used Fibertex, Micatex and Jelflake, either 
singly or in combination, can tell you that 
they do stop iost circulation in the great 
majority of cases—and do it better, faster and 


cheaper than anything else that can be used. 


JELFLAKE Light, tough cellophane foil And, if nothing else does the job, you have 


scraps, which bridge or plug many 
types of porous formation. Easy and 
clean to handle, and does not swell 
or disintegrate in the well fluids. 








Aquagel cement which does the job in every- 


\ 


thing but actual caverns. 


Your Baroid Service Engineer can tell you more! 


BAROID SALES DIVISION 
NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY 


LOS ANGELES/12 - TULSA DT. « HOUSTON 2 
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Three barrel-shaped cutters 
contact over one-third wall 
circumference — acting si- 
multaneously as cutters and 
as large roller bearings. 
Unexcelled for reaming, di- 
rectional drilling, minimiz- 
ing keyseating, stabilizing, 
etc. All sizes. 
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FOR STABILIZING OR REAMING — 
SECURITY REAMERS LEAD THE FIELD 


A Security Reamer-Stabilizer in your drill string is your greatest 
assurance of a clean, straight, iilleme hole. 

Security’s 22 years of successful laboratory research and develop- 
ment, combined with practical field engineering and experience, 
has gained for Security Reamers their leading position in reaming 
and stabilizing. 

Whether it’s reamers, rock bits, hole openers or casing scrapers — 
Security products are geared to the stepped-up requirements of 
today’s intensified drilling efforts, and are being used by operators 
throughout the world. 


SECURITY ENGINEERING CO., INC. 
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Washington Highlights 


The Federal Power Commission 
has granted authority to Southern 
California Gas Company and South- 
ern Counties Gas Company to build 
and operate natural gas transmission 
facilities in the Los Angeles district. 
Included is a 23%4-mile, 30-inch pipe- 
line traveling from Inglewood to 
Los Angeles, which probably will 
cost upwards of $2,600,000 to con- 
struct. The FPC also gave the com- 
panies permission to operate togeth- 
er an existing 50-mile section of 
30-inch pipeline from Rivera junc- 
tion to Inglewood and the Southern 
California Gas Company individual- 
ly authorization to work a 3.9-mile 
section of 16-inch line existing in 
Los Angeles. 





Stocks of domestic and foreign 
crude petroleum at the end of the 
week closing December 22, 1951, to- 
taled 258,111,000 barrels, according 
to data gathered by the U. S. Bu- 
reau of Mines. This compared with 
the total of 258,296,000 barrels for 
the week preceding and represents 
a drop of 185,000 barrels, comprising 
a decrease of 468,000 barrels in 
stocks of domestic crude and a rise 
of 283,000 barrels in stocks of for- 
eign oil. 


An average of 30 gallons of oil for 
each ton of shale is the yield re- 
ported by the U. S. Bureau of Mines 
from oil shale in the mahogany ledge 
of the Green River formation not far 
from Rifle, Colo. 


A tabulation indicating its allot- 
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ment of casing and tubing to 5079 
individual oil and gas operators for 
the third and fourth quarters of last 
year has been made public by the 
Petroleum Administration for De- 
fense. The information composing 
the PAD statement probably will be 
called into use by the House Small 
3usiness Committee, when it begins 
hearings in the near future on the 
Federal agency’s steel allocation 
program. Chairman of the commit- 
tee is Representative Wright Pat- 
man, Democrat of Texas. 


President Truman as yet has made 
no commitments as to even the date 
when he will announce whether he 
will run again. Mrs. India Edwards, 
vice chairman of the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee, told Mr. Truman 
that Democrats across the country 
are “hoping and praying” he will 
seek reelection. 


A “sweeping reorganization” of 
the Internal Revenue Bureau has 
been ordered by President Truman. 
He said his action was only the first 
step in a program to protect the 
Government. Plan of the Chief [x- 
ecutive would place all Internal Rev- 
enue officials, except the commis- 
sioner, under civil service. 


Petroleum products drums more 
or less thrown away in Europe when 
emptied are returning to the United 
States for renovating. Reports com- 
ing to Washington told of a Virginia 
naval supply center that had put in 
motion a new plant to work over 


Ora y 


TH 


old oil drums. The reconditioning 
activities are expected to save ap- 
proximately $6500 a day in contrast 
to the outlay necessary to purchase 
new drums. 


The hearing on the controversial 
submerged lands dispute between 
California and the Federal Govern- 
ment has been postponed until Jan- 
uary 23. It had been originally set 
for January 7. The new date was 
asked by the Government and was 
agreed to by Assistant Attorney 
General Everett W. Mattoon, repre- 
senting the state. The hearing will 
be before Special Master in Chan- 
cery William H. Davis. He was 
named by the U. S. Supreme Court. 
An interesting sidelight to the tide- 
lands situation is a recent World 
Court decision in a long-standing 
3ritish - Norwegian coastline dis- 
pute. This decision was analyzed 
by California oilmen as dealing a 
telling blow to the Federal claim to 
rich tidal lands off the coast. At 
The Hague, the World Court up- 
held Norway in its contention that 
the coastline runs along the outer- 
most point of the chain of islands 
off Norway’s mainland. California 
has been advancing a like point in 
claiming that the state boundary fol- 
lows the line outside of the Channel 
Islands from Point Conception 
above Santa Barbara to Point Loma 
at San Diego. Norway’s allegation 
involved the right to control fishing 
in waters along its coast, while Cali- 
fornia’s covers oil rights. 
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A New Material for 
Oil Well Cementing Problems 


Most of the emphasis of the 
petroleum industry in effecting 
changes in cementing techniques has 
been on development of new and 
better mechanical devices to aid the 
cement in doing a satisfactory job. 
For too long it has been assumed 
that cementing failures can be pre- 
vented with these devices and with 
new cement-placing methods. These 
developments have certainly aided 
in the achievement of successful 
cement jobs but they have not re- 
moved the basic causes of cement 
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By GEORGE B. MANGOLD 


Head of the Research Department 
Petroleum Engineering Associates, 
Inc. 

Pasadena, California 





failures. Since the advent of slow- 
setting oil well cements, there has 
been but little improvement in the 
cementing material itself. 

Two types of cement additives 
have come into accepted use: ben- 
tonite, for increasing angle of re- 


(1b/ou.tt 


pose and improving flow charic- 
teristics at reduced slurry weigitt, 
and expanded perlite aggregate, jor 
greatly decreasing density of the 
slurry and aiding in the prevention 
of lost returns. Both materials have 
a definite place in the industry ; both 
materials achieve desirable proper- 
ties at the expense of losing other 
desirable properties. 

The Petroleum Engineering As- 
sociates, Inc. undertook research in- 
to and development of a material 
that could be used with the cement 
or intimately intermixed to bring 
about superior placing and setting 
charateristics and durable properties, 
regardless of the chemical and phys- 
ical environment to which the ce- 
ment would be subjected. Among 
the many factors of environment that 
directly affect the properties of ce- 
ment and cement slurries used in 
oil wells are: temperature, pressure, 
formation minerals, formation fluids, 
drilling fluids, mud filtrates, mud 
cakes, and the physical condition of 
the formation. Some of these factors 
can be altered through the selection 
and treatment of the drilling fluid. 
This may, however, work to the 
disadvantage of drilling and of oil 
recovery. The condition of the for- 
mation may be partially modified by 
the mud and the methods of drilling. 
Properties inherent to the forma- 
tion, of course, cannot be changed. 
Therefore, to provide a superior ce- 
ment, it is necessary to chemically 
and physically alter the properties— 
to “engineer” the cement job—to 
adequately meet all the conditions 
of the environment to which it will 
be subjected, to make it compatible 
with the mud desired rather than 
the other way around, and to reg- 
ulate the resultant cement properties 
to best serve the particular require- 
ments of each job. 


The development of a material to 
add to or replace a portion of the 
cement to make possible this cement 
engineering required a thorough 
study of the effects of the various 
factors already noted. Various types 
and brands of cements were tested 
at selected slurry weights, set and 
cured under high pressures and tem- 
peratures, exposed during setting to 
different types of muds and mater- 
ials. Such properties as water re- 
quirement, slurry weight, bleeding 
and segregation, setting time, result- 
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the opening of another caustic soda terminal 






to serve you better! 
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LOS ANGELES is alsoa 


main distribution center for 


Dow Caustic Soda 





Yes, a new caustic soda solution terminal 
in Los Angeles to assure you of even 
faster and more dependable delivery! 
This is just another step in Dow’s pro- 
gram to provide industry with the best 
possible service. Dow operates caustic 
soda plants in California, Texas, and 
Michigan. In addition to shipping from 
these large plants and the new terminal 
in Los Angeles, Dow distributes caustic 


wherever you are.. gute chuetle 


DOW CAUSTIC SODA 


THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY 


SAN FRANCISCO 
LOS ANGELES 
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SEATTLE 


soda solution from bulk tank terminals 
in Carteret, New Jersey, and Charleston, 
South Carolina. Dow also distributes 
caustic soda solid, flake and ground flake 
from terminals in Chicago, Illinois; Port 
Newark, New Jersey; and Charleston, 
South Carolina. For a constant and de- 
pendable supply of caustic soda . . . take 
advantage of Dow’s nation-wide distribu- 
tion facilities today! 
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INDISPENSABLE TO INDUSTRY. — 
: AND AGRICUL bo. 
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ant strength, strength gain, hard- 
ness and brittleness were observed 
and measured. Yields and costs were 
analyzed. At the same time, identi- 
cal tests were carried out with addi- 
tives and replacement materials, 
chief among which was a material 
already known to have the ability 
to chemically protect cement in con- 
struction work from reaction with 
active aggregates. The potential 
value of this material soon became 
apparent and the study narrowed 
down to a comprehensive evaluation 
of its properties in various cements 
and in various environments. 

After over two years of study, 
modifications, and evaluations, the 
Petroleum Engineering Associates, 


-HOUR COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH - 


Inc. has developed the material and 
methods of use to a point where it 
can easily be incorporated into any 
oil well cement job and produce 
highly beneficial results. The ma- 
terial itself is a light, dry, finely- 
ground inorganic solid. When used 
as a replacement for up to 25% by 
weight of the cement, it will achieve 
the following advantages over neat 
cement: 

(1) Lower slurry weight: Neat 
cement slurries of good consistency 
weigh in the neighborhood of 120 
pounds per cubic foot, a density fre- 
quently excessive if the formation 
is at all subject to lost circulation. 
Watering of the slurry to reduce 
its weight results in greatly reduced 


strength and increased segregation 
and bleeding. The use of lightweight 
aggregate and/or bentonite also re- 
duces strength. Incorporation of the 
new replacement material reduces 
weight by the inclusion of a low 
density solid and the requirement 
of additional water, yet it maintains 
excellent strength characteristics. 


(2) Greater yield: Because of the 
additional water requirement, the re- 
placed cement slurry will have a 
greater yield per unit weight of 
solids. In most oil-producing areas 
in California, the cost of the ma- 
terial will approximate that of the 
cement it replaces, and because of 
the greater yield will actually result 
in a monetary saving. 


(3) Controlled workability: Use 
of the replacement material affords 
a means of achieving any slurry con- 
sistency desired for the particular 
formation or conditions encountered, 
without the serious harm often oc- 
casioned by excessive thinning or 
thickening of an ordinary cement. 
By proper selection of replacement 
percentage and water proportion, 
the desired workability can be at- 
tained without sacrifice of other de- 


sirable properties. 


(4) Decreased bleeding and water 
loss: Neat cement slurries, and par- 
ticularly such slurries when watered 
down to lighten, bleed considerably. 
That is, there is a high degree of 
water separation which will tend to 
develop water pockets leading to 
interconnection of formations, poor 
water shut-offs, and contamination 
of oil-producing zones. In cement 
slurries containing a reasonable pro- 
portion of the replacement material, 
bleeding and water loss is minimized 
and lower densities are achieved 
without the presence of excess 
water. In Figure 1, the percentage 
of water separation of neat cement 
slurries and 20%-replaced slur- 
ries are compared throughout a con- 
siderable range of slurry weight. 


(5) Greater uniformity: Segrega- 
tion of the slurry results whenever 
considerable bleeding occurs, and 
strength and other properties vary 
at different points of the cement col- 
umn. The increased dispersion and 
separation afforded by intimate mix- 
ture of the minute replacement ma- 
terial particles, the lack of bleed- 
ing, and the improved consistency 
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If a manufacturer deems one type of 
clutch is the best, then why does he use 
one type of clutch on the drum drive, 
another in the transmission, perhaps 
another on the engines and even another 
on the pump drive? If one type of clutch 
is best, then ONLY THE BEST SHOULD BE 
USED! WILSON is the ONLY Rig Manu- 








facturer using ONE TYPE OF CLUTCH ON 
ALL DRIVES! AND WILSON SINCERELY 
BELIEVES THIS IS THE WORLD’S BEST 
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THIRTEEN AIR CLUTCHES ON ONE 
TWO-ENGINE RIG! Like jewels in a 
watch, the value of a rig is largely 
determined by the number of air 4 
clutches. COUNT THE AIR 
CLUTCHES ON YOUR RIG 
and COMPARE! J 
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at a given weight maintain the uni- 
formity throughout the cement col- 
umn, and strength is the same at 
all points. 

(6) Controlled strength: Use of 
the replacement material in cement 
slurries cured under temperature 
and pressure usually results in con- 
siderable increase of strength at any 
given slurry weight. Every cement 
has optimum curing conditions at 
which its greatest strength develops. 
No known portland or oil well ce- 
ment reaches this maximum at tem- 
peratures over about 230°F., yet the 
replacement material can be used 
with highly satisfactory results in 
the neighborhood of 300°F., and in 
a carefully designed mix may even 


i 


72-HOUR COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH - 





be made to reach its optimum 
strength at this temperature. In the 
belief that low strength minimizes 
shattering, some operators prefer a 
weak cement for jobs to be per- 
forated. Low strength may be at- 
tained by varying the replacement 
percentage either well below or well 
above the optimum. 

In extreme cases where strength 
is of no concern and a very low 
slurry weight is desired, and excess 
of replacement material may be used, 
up to as high as 75-85%, with great- 
ly increased yield and reduced cost. 
This type of mix provides a most 
economical slurry for stopping ex- 
treme cases of lost circulation and 
is a perfect carrier for expanded per- 


SLURRY WEIGHT - lb/cu.ft. 
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lite or other lost-circulation mater- 
ials. 

The achievement of greater 
strength at a given slurry weight 
by 20%-replacement slurries over 
neat cement is shown graphically in 
Figures 1 and 2. Figure 2 shows 
the strength improvement afforded 
three of the most widely used oil 
well cements in this country when 
set and cured under the normally 
unfavorable conditions of very high 
temperature and an oil-base mud en- 
vironment. 


(7) Formation compatibility ; dur- 
ability: Resistance to salts, sulfates, 
and more particularly to alkali-ag- 
gregate reaction is a quality which 
has been almost entirely overlooked 
in oil well cement. There are many 
cases on record of “successful” ce- 
ment jobs that failed after several 
years for no apparent reason and 
entailed costly reworking. It is 
quite logical to assume that the 
same reaction that often leads to dis- 
integration of construction concrete 
may have taken place, i.e., the slow 
combination of liberated alkalies 
with siliceous formations at the 
point of contact, resulting in ex- 
pansion, strain, and eventual break- 
down of adhesion to the formation. 
Use of the replacement material will 
minimize or eliminate this reaction 
and provide a durable cement job 
because the material reacts and com- 
bines with the alkalies while the 
cement is still in a plastic condition. 
The expansion, therefore, takes place 
before setting, providing a_ better 
seal with the casing and formation, 
and removing the danger resulting 
from such expansion after the ce- 
ment has set. 


(8) Excellent setting character- 
istics: Whereas the setting of ordi- 
nary cements is often seriously ham- 
pered by the type of drilling fluid 
present, the replaced cement will 
set well under all types of muds, 
whether oil base, water base, high 
pH, or others. 


(9) Controlled setting time: In 
general, setting time of the replaced 
cement varies as the setting time of 
whatever type of neat cement is in 
use. However, the replaced cement 
can be made to set at any desired 
time through a workable range. 


(10) Lower permeability: Through 
the achievement of greater uniform- 
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ity, minimized bleeding, and the 
counteraction of otherwise active 
minerals and fluids, permeability of 


‘the replaced cement is decreased 


and maintained at a very low value. 
Set neat cement contains free lime 
liberated during the setting. This 
lime is subject to slow leaching and 
chemical reaction which causes in- 
creased permeability as time passes. 
The replacement material eliminates 
this potential source of future 
trouble. 

(11) Beneficiation of cement ad- 
mixtures: Though the replacement 
material will accomplish any and all 
of the desirable properties of ben- 
tonite in cement and at a monetary 
saving, a combination of the two 
can be effectively used for increased 
yield where high strength is not re- 
quired. 








George B. Mangold 





ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

George B. Mangold, born in St. 
Louis, Missouri, February 12, 1916, 
received his education at the Uni- 
versity of Southern California, grad- 
uating with a B.S. degree in Chem- 
ical Engineering and later an M.S. 
degree in the same field. For an 
elapsed period of ten years, he 
worked in the research laboratories 
of the Baroid Sales Division of the 
National Lead Company on all 
phases of drilling mud development 
and improvement. The war years 
were spent on active duty in the 
Pacific area as a Naval Engineering 
Officer. In 1949, he accepted a 
short contract as mud engineer with 
the Pantepec Oil Company of Vene- 
zuela. Following this work, he 
joined the Petroleum Engineering 
Associates, Inc. where he has been 
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ing. 
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For achieving slurry weights be- 
low about 95 pounds per cubic 
foot, use of a lightweight aggregate 
is essential. The oil industry’s ob- 
jections to the expanded perlites 
have been based on the difficulty of 
keeping the light particles thor- 
oughly dispersed and the resultant 
strength decrease. By replacement 
of 20% of the cement and elimina- 
tion of the bentonite, thorough dis- 
persion is assured and resultant 
strength is phenomenally increased. 
Figure 3 graphically shows this tre- 
mendous effect in which the replace- 
ment material increases strength 
achieved at 220°F. by 12-54% and 
at 270°F. by 79-117%, and accom- 
plishes this beneficiation at a re- 
duced cost! 

The various spectacular accom- 
plishments of this replacement ma- 
terial in oil well cementing makes 
possible the placement of especially- 
designed mixes in the cement 
“string” opposite particular zones, 
altered to meet the environmental 
needs of temperature, pressure, time 
of set, and contaminating materials 
of the zone and of the passage to 
the zone. This cement engineering 
can minimize work-overs, reduce 
completion times, increase oil recov- 
ery, extend the life of the completion 
job, protect and perhaps even elim- 
inate much steel casing. 





Wilshire Oil Sold 
To Banking Group 

The controlling stock in Wilshire 
Oil Company, Inc., has been acquired 
by B-L and Associates, Inc., a cor- 
poration formed by Blyth & Co., 
Inc., and Lehman Brothers. The 
stock purchased consists of all of the 
stock owned by the heirs of Alfred 
and Victor Machris. George L. Ma- 
chris is retaining his stock interest 
in Wilshire. 

The Wilshire Oil Company has 
been in operation since 1919, and its 
principal properties consist of oil 
producing properties in the Wil- 
shire-Ellenberger Field in Upton 
County, Texas, in Scurry County, 
Texas, and in South Cuyama, Hunt- 
ington Beach, and other fields in 
California ; a modern refinery in Nor- 
walk, California having a daily ca- 
pacity of 22,500 barrels per day, to- 
gether with related storage facilities, 
pipelines, etc.; and, retail and whole- 
sale distribution facilities. 


A board of directors meeting of 
Wilshire was held on December 
19th. The board of directors con- 
sist of: Charles R. Blyth, Donald N. 
McDonnell, William L. Holloway, 
Howard Pyle, George L. Machris, 
and Ray C. Shibe. Charles R. Blyth 
was elected president of Wilshire. 
Mr. Maurice Machris will continue 
active in the affairs of the company. 

It is understood the new purchaser 
does not intend to make any im- 
mediate changes in the business of 
Wilshire. 

The heirs of Alfred Machris were 
represented by Mortimer A. Kline 
and Frank J. Gillis of the firm of 
Kline, Barton, & Stanley, the heir 
of Victor Machris was represented 
by George W. Nix. B-L and Associ- 
ates, Inc., was represented by Wm. 
L. Holloway of the firm of Morrison, 
Hohfeld, Foerster, Shuman, & Clark. 


Geological Groups Prepare 
For National Convention 

In announcing the personnel of 
the arrangements committee for the 
joint annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Association of Petroleum Ge- 
ologists and related groups, Frank 
A. Morgan, president of the national 
organization says: 

“The increasing consumption of 
petroleum products is no doubt the 
great force of the future which will 
set the pace for the business of 
finding oil and such is the responsi- 
bility of the petroleum geologist. 
Thus the prime purpose of this con- 
vention is to promote advancement 
in the science of geology, especially 
as it relates to petroleum and na- 
tural gas. In reality, this means a 
critical review of methods of oil 
finding on a world-wide basis.” 

The national convention will take 
place at the Biltmore Hotel, Los 
Angeles, on March 24, 25, 26, 27, 
1952, and is to be a joint affair in 
which the Society of Economic Pa- 
leontologists and Mineralogists and 
the Society of Exploration Geo- 
physicists will also take part. It is 
expected that some 3,000 will be in 
attendance. 

Arrangements are under the gen- 
eral chairmanship of Howard C. 
Pyle, president of Jergins Oil Com- 
pany, who will have as his vice- 
chairman Sam Stewart, geologist, 
Richfield Oil Corporation. 
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| HYDRAULIC CELLAR CONTROL GATES 
make ram changing as simple as this... 





@ UNBOLT TWO DOORS in 
the side of the Gate by simply 
loosening four bolts in each 
door. The bolts remain in the 
doors where they won't be lost. 


@ SWING THE DOORS 
OPEN and pull out the ram as- 
sembly. There is nothing to 
manually unlock and disengage 
—the complete ram assembly 
pulls right out. 


@ LIFT THE RAMS from the 
Gate and replace the ram blocks 
and rubbers with others of the 
desired size—a quick and easy 
operation. 


@ SLIDE THE RAM ASSEM- 
BLY back into the Gate and bolt 
the doors. Guide ribs on the 
doors automatically align the 
ram assemblies as doors close. 





AND NOTE THIS—stnce the rams are changed from the side—not 
the end of the Gate, you can make a complete ram change with 
equal ease whether the pipe is in or out of the hole! 





Unequalled speed and simplicity in changing rams is only one 
of the many major advantages designed into Shaffer Hydraulic 


at right, but be sure to get the complete story on this Shaffer 
product before you buy any cellar control gate equipment. No 
other equipment provides so much protection—in so small a 
space—with so many vital advantages! 


Cellar Control Gates. Other unique features are briefly outlined wich P 


soo. 
SHAFFER a? 


export 


The Shaffer Hydraulic Double Cellar Control 
Gate (above) combines two separate ram com- 
partments in ONE body for maximum compact- 
ness. The Shaffer Hydraulic Single Cellar Control 
Gate is also available, if desired. 


FOUR OTHER 
VITAL SHAFFER ADVANTAGES 


Amazing Compactness—The Double Gate com- 
bines #wo separate ram compartments unitized 
into one body with an overall height of only 30” 
even in sizes as large as 1334” (12” Series 900). 
The Single Gate of like size, with one ram com- 
partment, is considerably less in height than any 
other hydraulic gate on the market, measuring 
only 1814” high overall! 


Fully Enclosed Design—with all moving parts, 
including piston rod ram shafts, completely en- 
closed within the body of the Gate. There are 
no outside moving parts to become wedged or 
damaged by objects falling into the cellar—or 
become corroded by chemical and salt drippings. 
Even the locking shaft is non-rising, fully pro- 
tected! 


Direct Hydraulic Drive—with the hydraulic op- 
erating cylinders directly behind each ram for 
maximum simplicity and safety. There are no 
complicated indirect connections between hy- 
draulic cylinders and rams! 


Quick Draining Body—with the rams traveling 
on high narrow guide ribs above the steeply- 
sloped bottoms of the ram compartments. Mud 
and sand quickly drain back into the well—no 
detrimental accumulations to interfere with free 
ram travel! 


These and still other vital advantages com- 
bine to make the Shaffer Hydraulic Cellar 
Control Gate the most advanced hydraulic 
gate available today. Before you buy any 
control gate equipment, be sure to get the 
complete story from your nearby Shaffer 
representative —or write direct. 


— 


Write for your free copy of 
the new 1951 Shaffer Cata- 
log. See Shaffer section— 
pages 4525 to 4600—of the 
1951 Composite Catalog. 
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This astonishing grist of gobble- 
de-gook, in case you might be in- 
terested, is being hatched in our 
mountain hideout, high above the 
millings of the “madding throng” 
whence we are lying low after a 
strenuous season of wassail that had 
us lower than the under side of the 
basement rock. Having somehow 
survived the first few flings in rea- 
sonably good shape we walked bold- 
ly into the Youngstown-Emsco af- 
fair at the Ambassador and were 
promptly entangled in more alliances 
than the State Department. This 
soiree is unquestionably the stag 
social of the year and it brings out 
everybody of consequence in the in- 
dustry. It features one of the most 
attractive and stimulating displays 
of delectables since the days of Nero 
and we enjoyed no end exchanging 
small talk with a host of oil people 
under such pleasing circumstances. 

We had hardly set foot in the 
place when we were greeted heartily 
by that erstwhile Coalingan, now 
first citizen of Garland, Texas, the 
eminent Emsco veep, Bill Kinder, 
one of the six best dressed men in 
the petroleum equipment business. 
Bill played around the oil derricks 
in his boyhood with such noted per- 
sonages as Bob Cook, the husky vice 
president of Great Lakes Carbon 
Company; Gene Arnold, once dis- 
trict gauger for Union Oil Company 
in the Sunset-Midway area, a sharp 
baseballer, and now a land broker 
up in Bakersfield; Lloyd Hill the 
noted National Supply Company 
veteran; and a raft of other biggies 
who were first stricken with the hy- 
drocarbon fever in the Fresno Coun- 
ty oil metropolis. Incidentally, Gene 
Arnold’s dad used to be sheriff up 
yonder where the tarantulas hold 
sway, and we have heard him recite 
some pretty interesting tales of Joa- 
quin Murietta and other bandits who 
prowled about the village, making 
life altogether too exciting for its 
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peaceful inhabitants. We, of course, 
could tell a few yarns ourself about 
the modern bandits who frequent the 
place and have made so bold as to 
hold us up for considerable sums, 
using nothing but a deck of cards 
or a brace of galloping ivories just 
as effectively as Joaquin used his 
silver mounted pistols. 

But all that has nothing to do with 
the aforesaid party and we will thank 
you to quit veering off into areas of 
discussion that are, as Bob Smith, 
the Sunray tenor might say, irrele- 
vant, immaterial, and mal apropos. 
Bob was there, incidentally, and so 
was Ed Foss, the estimable vice 
prexy of the same organization, with 
his Newhall aide, Dick Borden whom 
we hope to consult on matters of 
major import when we have suffi- 
ciently recovered from the festive 
season. But perhaps we should first 
have mentioned that immediately 
upon arrival we hastened to pay our 
respects to Jack Crawford, the 
Youngstown top executive, and his 
Emsco parallel, Hugh Glen. They 
both looked very alert despite the 
rigors of the holiday, and each like 
all the other hosts wore a green car- 
nation in his buttonhole. 

Unable to be present for the first 
time in quite a number of years, 
Dave Faulkner, the National Supply 
Company head man sent in a beauti- 
ful bouquet of blue carnations. This 
was not only in garish contrast with 
the adopted color scheme but the 
intrusion also carried an inescapable 
suggestion of blue iron and its place 
in the petrolic scheme. Needless to 
say it was all in continuation of a 
good natured feud that has been 
waged for a long time between Dave 
Faulkner and the two hosts, Jack 
Crawford and Hugh Glen. 

Skirmishing around among the 
guests as is our custom, we noted 
Ted Sutter, the Baker Oil Tools veep, 
beaming a ready smile to friends in 
all parts of the hall; Dick Whelan, 
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the Youngstown Hibernian, sur- 
rounded by a cluster of Nineteeners 
including Earle Jorgensen, the steel 
magnate who calls everybody “kid” 
and his righthand man, Charlie 
Schriber, who looks like a kid but 
golfs like Ben Hogan; Len Price, 
erstwhile Richfield chap, now in his 
own equipment distributing busi- 
ness, and a lad who can sing Mule 
Train with louder “Ha’s!” than any 
other concert singer we know; Roy 
Johnson, the Republic Supply exec- 
utive who plays honky-tonk music 
on the piano like a man who has 
been in one; and Wally Rushing, 
the southpaw golfer who staggers 
back after every stroke as if he had 
been shot in the groin but nonethe- 
less plays a good game and above 
all is mighty nice people. 

Down from Bakersfield we 
glimpsed George Suman, Associa- 
ted’s Valley superintendent and one 
of the Stockdale Country Club’s 
leading divot heavers. Then there 
was Ward Blodget, the singing con- 
sultant whose voice has more pene- 
tration than a rock bit; and Harold 
McCarty, the Union Oiler with 
whom we hope to match Ward some 
day. Harold has a high treble that 
has been known to shatter a drink- 
ing glass but it is a very considerate 
high treble that never shatters the 
glass until after it has been emptied. 
Other Union Oilers spotted among 
the 1500 more or less that were in 
attendance were Sam Grinsfelder, 
nominating chairman of the Petro- 
leum Production Pioneers, housing 
chairman of AAPG convention com- 
mittee, and vice president of the 
7600; Basil Kantzer, the capable 
ceramist who has done an elegant 
job as one of the state chairmen of 
the industry public relations pro- 
gram; Kenny Vaughn, the young 
looking chap who tops the field op- 
erating group; Tal Ledbetter, the 
red cheeked lad who came _ back 
from Paraguay to take over as 
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GEOLOGICAL COWHAND 

Rollin Eckis, chief geologist for Richfield Oil Corporation and current president of the 
Petroleum Club of Los Angeles, was born in the interesting village of Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, but came down to the deep south early enough to begin absorbing some higher 
education at Pomona College. He took graduate work in geology at Cal Tech and 
was a special research fellow at Claremont on ground water problems. His first job 
after graduation was with the California state division of water resources for which 
he spent four years in charge of the geological aspects of a survey that culminated 
in the publication of the now famous Bulletin 45. After the conclusion of this important 
project, Rollin spent three years as petroleum geologist for The Texas Company and 
then was employed by Richfield as district geologist at Bakersfield. That was in 1937. 
Six years later he was appointed assistant chief geologist by the company and in 1946 
was moved to Los Angeles as chief geologist. 

Rollin is an athletic looking chap with a clear eye and an elastic step. For a number 
of years his principal diversion was trout fishing and he used to wend his way every 
summer up to the north fork of the Umpqua River in Oregon, where he gave the steel- 
heads a pretty rugged time by all accounts. He derives considerable enjoyment from 
sundry trips to the beach with his family where he instructs Ellen, Nancy, and Rollin 
Jr.. in the art of staying on top of the breakers without the aid of a surf-board, a 
process in which he himself is more than usually expert. At the present time his main 
extra-curricular excitement is the Sweetwater Ranch, near Bridgeport at the California- 
Nevada border. To this outpost, in which he has a part interest, he hies at appropriate 
intervals to bulldog a few steers, brand the calves, and make the obstinate little dogies 
“git along.” Meanwhile he yodels a “ki-yi-yip-ee-ay” or two in expression of his sheer 

delight at this new found cowboy competence. 





southern division field superintend- 
ent; and Chris Rector, a grand old 
timer who has had a lot of experi- 
ence in the natural gas and gasoline 
business as well as in production 
and is about as modest as they come. 

Representing Standard of Cal., 
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among others we talked to Warren 
Johnson, the distinguished looking 
chap with the silver grey hair and 
the faint suggestion of New Yorkese 
in his speech; Elmer Olsen, assistant 
to George O’Brien, and friend of 
practically everybody; Lin Little, 


one of California’s first rotary drill- 
ers; Al Tietze, retired Valley chief 
who looked to be in top shape and 
whose health we hope is permanent- 
ly restored because he is the sort oi 
chap who deserves the best; Tut 
Tuttle, the purchasing biggie who 
might just as easily have been a con- 
cert violinist or a professional gin 
rummy player; and Bill Collins, the 
clarity of whose high notes has Jim- 
my Melton worried to a frazzle. 

We traded greetings with Bill 
Chonette of The Texas Company and 
five minutes later said hello to his 
brother, also Bill Chonette, from the 
Shell Company, which reminds us 
that there are also a couple of Mil- 
ton Lewises doing their best to con- 
fuse us scribes. They are both mem- 
bers of the Petroleum Club and are 
mostly distinguished by their diverse 
pastimes. One is a peculiarly apt 
tile tosser, or domino domine as they 
are sometimes known. That’s Bill 
Pemberton’s associate in the consult- 
ing business. The other is addicted 
to gin rummy and cribbage and 
businesswise is a process engineer 
or something of that sort with the 
Ralph Parsons’s organization. They 
are both right acceptable lads and 
have been given the OK by a good 
wide cross section of the petrolic 
people. 

Speaking of names, we hope some 
day to find out how J. R. Pemberton 
became known as Bill, and how E. 
V. Watts, the Flying Horseman, 
acquired that “Jim” handle. We 
have already learned that A. W. 
Gentry, the LBOD production gen- 
ius, didn’t like his first name, Albert, 
nor its contractions, Al and Bert, so 
when his school coach one day er- 
roneously named him “Bob,” he 
seized the new title and has clung 
to it ever since like an orphan to a 
fuzzy pup. We know further that 
Doe Churchill, the Union Pacific oil 
attorney is neither a Ph.D. nor an 
M.D. Actually he is known as Doc 
because that is what his initials spell. 
The full name is Darrell Oliver 
Churchill. 

But here we go again wandering 
off into noplace in particular and we 
haven’t yet mentioned that we had 
an interesting seance at the Y-E tea 
party with our good friend, Olen 
Lane, the Continental land chief, 
who in his heyday could have given 
Willie Hope, the three cushion bil- 
liard champ, quite a run for his 
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STRAIGHT-DOWN JET ACTION 
is the big reason. The jet nozzles on 
H. C. Smith Rock Bits are so placed 
that the fluid jet hits the bottom of 
the hole, instead of washing the side. 
Result— faster footage, true-gauge 
hole, longer life for cutter teeth. 


These jet-action bits have been used 
with outstanding results from the 
Gulf of Mexico to Canada—from 
giant offshore rigs to mast jobs in 
the Canadian bush. 


Note: It has been found by experience 
that pump pressures in the range of 
1300-1500 pounds produce the most 
satisfactory results, although pressures 
as low as 950 pounds are successful on 
small holes. 
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AVAILABLE IN SIZES 834”-9” on 414” A.PI. Pin. 
95%”-15” on 6%” A.PI. Pin. With various com- 
binations of nozzle sizes and number of nozzles. 





money; Ben Anderson, the produc- 
tion expert from the same concern 
who makes himself understood in a 
pleasing lingo that he _ probably 
picked up in Ponca City; and a third 
Continental delegate in the person 
of Harold Briggs, who is so proud 
of being a Glendalian that he has 
almost run us over with his car a 
couple of times in his anxiety to 
make it known that he is our near 
neighbor. 

Also had a few minutes with Tom 
Bell, the nice appearing and nice 
mannered Texas Company engineer 
who has been endowed with a pleas- 
ing combination of competence and 
modesty. Tom, by the way, is not 
to be confused with that Caledonian 
confection, Thomas Watson Bell, 
who as nearly as we can figure it, 
founded the firm of Jones & Laugh- 
lin, and would be famous if for no 
other reason than that he was born 
in the bustling bailiwick of Coat- 
bridge, Lanarkshire, in which the 
kitchen sink is appropriately known 
as the “jawbox,” and he personally 
is known as a “bluidy clype.” We 
are disclosing the inside dope on 
this character because, after begging 
us to take him home, he ran off 
with another chauffeur and left us 
tugging our moustachios in an agony 
of frustration. 

It was our deep pleasure too to 
hold brief but elevating converse 
with Ernie Fowks, the widely known 
Emsconian, a lad who has contrib- 
uted a lot to the industry in many 
ways. Ernie graduated in law and 
has had plenty of experience in all 
the complexities of the patent svs- 
tem. In addition to that he has been 
around for quite a while and he has 
had a lot to do with the growth of 
the Petroleum Production Pioneers, 
the Nomads, and sundry other 
worthwhile industry organizations 
and institutions. Then there was 
Dave Carnahan, another good look- 
ing Emsconian who is a mighty fine 
representative of the House of Car- 
nahan—Dave’s dad, E. J.; a retired 
disciple of Pegasus had more friends 
than Seabiscuit, and he, Dave, that 
is, is going the right way about 


making a lot of new ones both for 


himself and for his company. We 
sneaked over in a corner for a few 
minutes about this time and traded 
a pair of yarns with Fred Tyler, 
Reed Roller Bit Company’s gift to 
the rathskellers. Fred can beat the 
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living boogie out of a baby grand if 
you'll first let him remove his coat 
and then rid the instrument of all 
extraneous and non-essential ac- 
coutrements. 

After fraternizing terrifically with 
all and sundry we found ourself in 
the chow line with Jim Kelley, the 
Hillman Kelley scion who gets 
around about as much as we do 
but looks a good deal better doing 
it. Jimmy ranks high by our par- 
ticular system of rating and is ob- 
viously well regarded wherever he 
goes. Beside him was Paul White- 
ley, the industry’s most eligible 
bachelor, purchasing agent or its 
equivalent for the House of the Fly- 
ing Horse, and a right nice person 
to know; in the near vicinity was 
Cecil Martin, the Richfield purchas- 
ing chap whom we have met at fre- 
quent intervals around the oil circuit 
lately, always looking as if he en- 
joyed being with people; and last 
in this little dinner group, Norman 
Yett, Continental Supply Company 
rep in Caracas, Venezuela, who dis- 
played an enviable facility with at 
least three languages, and discoursed 
glibly with the waiters in Spanish 
and French, much to our chagrin. 

While we were still at high school 
about a century ago we began prac- 
tising “le sel est sur la table” and 
we are still saying it like a high 
school boy who has never ventured 
beyond Watts because of an impedi- 
ment in his speech. This efferves- 
cent quartet went through the pop- 
ular speakeasy routine of trading 
ties but after taking a sly squint at 
the colored shoe lace with which we 
had our Adam’s apple imprisoned, 
they forgot to invite us to join in 
the fun. About this time the lights 
went out and when a brick wall is 
pushed over on us we can certainly 
take a hint, so we lit out for the bed- 
room of Los Angeles after having 
had a really enjoyable evening for 
which we are grateful no end to the 
principals of Youngstown and Em- 
sco Companies. 


The Nomads had their last meet- 
ing in the Petroleum Club and it 
looked to us as if they really liked 
the place. Jerry Engstrand, the 
Grant Oil Tool chap did his usual 
nice job of presiding and was well 
aided by Jim Hughes whose platform 
deportment and address improves 





daily. We gathered during the eve- 
ning that Harry Morehouse is back 
from Venezuela, Brazil, Peru, Ar- 
gentina, Uruguay, Chile, Mexico, 
and important way points. This is 
the first time in quite a while that 
the Wagner Morehouse organiza- 
tion has all been gathered in one 
place. Herb Malin, Bob Eiche’s New 
York rep, went back to the big city 
exhausted after a recent flying trip 
out thisaway. Four interesting chaps 
we met at this wingding were Ar- 
naldo Rojas, Roberto Blackwood, 
Salvador Ferradas and Mario In- 
fanti, visitors from South America. 
It was reported that Lou Bronzan 
had put in an appearance at the 
Baash-Ross plant without any band- 
age on his eyes and we are hoping 
that this is the first of many visits 
he will be making before very long. 
And just to round out this grist of 
news, we might say that Hans Ross 
went back east on an extended trip 
during which he intended to stay 
two weeks with son Eddie in Hous- 
ton; two weeks with son Kenny in 
New York; and then a short stay 
with daughter Mary (Mrs. Bob Le 
Bus) in Oklahoma City before re- 
turning to Los Angeles. Mighty 
nice to be able to go back there and 
poach on the family! 


So. Colorado 
Geology Subject 


Southern Colorado and northern 
New Mexico are subjects for a de- 
tailed geologic report published by 
the Colorado School of Mines. “Late 
Cenozoic History of the Raton Mesa 
Region” contains 31 photographs 
and illustrations and 18 large cross- 
section maps. Author of the 111- 
page quarterly is Dr. Williams S. 
Levings, geology instructor of 
mines. He spent several summers in 
the mesa regions working on the 
report. His main purpose was to 
present a working hypothesis con- 
cerning the age and mode of origin 
of the Cenozoic surfaces. 





The Department of the Interior 
has published a new map charting 
the oil and gas fields developed in 
the country as of March, 1951. It 
also shows the areas of outcrop of 
important oil-shale beds and igneous 
and metamorphic basement rocks. 
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Nordstrom Merchrome Coated 


Mud Line Valve 


Here is a typical case history of a Nordstrom 
Merchrome coated mud line value— 

After 100,000 feet of drilling with pressures 
up to 3000 lb it was disassembled for inspec- 
tion. As the unretouched picture shows, the 
plug and body seating surfaces were com- 
pletely intact. The valve was cleaned and put 
back into service with no repairs. 

Here’s another case history— 

One 4-inch Fig. 22844 Nordstrom Mer- 
chrome coated mud line valve was used in 
two different Texas fields with 188,984 linear 
feet of hole drilled and a total of 4953 pump- 
ing hours. Then it too was disassembled, 
cleaned and put back into service without repair. 


Rockwell 


Another 


After 100,000 feet of drilling at pressures up to 3000 Ih 


Nordstrom mud line valves are armored 
against the destructive action of drilling mud 
at high pressures. Merchrome hard facing is 
welded over the entire contact surface of body 
and plug. Flow is straight through and seats 
aren’t exposed. 


The Nordstrom Hypreseal design is built 
to withstand pressures as high as 5000 Ib 
WOG in mud line service. 


There’s a special Nordstrom Bulletin, 
V-201, describing Nordstrom Mud 
Line Valves. Write for your copy. 


Built 
Nordstrom Valves 


Lubricant Sealed to Keep Upkeep Down 


ROCKWELL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
400 N. Lexington Ave., Pittsburgh 8, Pa. 

















Minckler Again Heads 
W. O. & G. Association 


Robert L. Minckler, president of 
the General Petroleum Corporation, 
recently was elected to his second 
term as president of the Western 
Oil and Gas Association. 


Ag 





Robert L. Minckler 
(Honored by reelection) 


The Association, established in 
1906, has a membership represent- 
ing approximately 90 per cent of the 
production, manufacturing or whole- 
sale distribution of petroleum pro- 
duced on the Pacific Coast. 

L. L. Aubert, president of the 
sankline Oil Company, was elected 
first vice president by the Board 
and Charles S. Jones, president of 
Richfield Oil Corporation, was elect- 
ed second vice president. L. K. 
Whittier, vice president of the Bel- 
ridge Oil Company, was re-elected 
treasurer and John M. Peirce was 
re-elected vice president and general 
manager. 

Thirty-one incumbent members of 
the Board were re-elected and 
Lowell Stanley, chairman of the 
board of directors of the Jergins Oil 
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Company, Long Beach, was elected 
to replace the late C. M. Cotton. 


January first marked the retire- 
ment of six General Petroleum Cor- 
poration supervisory employees with 
a total of 184 years service with the 
company. 

Olaf M. Jensen, Production fore- 
man in Taft, leads the group with 
34 years service. He started with 
General Petroleum in 1918 as head 
well puller at Lost Hills, and has 
since worked in the Taft-Lost Hills 
area. 


John S. Grosz, Chief Engineer for 
Pipe Line operations in the Emidio- 
3elridge area of Kern County, came 
with General Petroleum in 1921 as 
a fireman. He has worked also in 
the Wilmington, Pentland, and Mid- 
way areas of Pipe Line department 
operations. 


Francis O. Morgan has also spent 
his entire company career in Pipe 
Line department operations. Pres- 
ently Machinist foreman for the 
Southern Division, Morgan joined 
the company in 1923 as a general 
machinist. 


Robert F. Allen, Dock foreman at 
General Petroleum’s Terminal Sta- 
tion in Wilmington, came with the 
company in 1924 as a dockman in 
the San Pedro area. 


Adelbert R. Andrus, retires from 
his position as Carpenter foreman at 
the company’s Torrance refinery, 
and completes 30 years of company 
service upon his retirement. First 
employed as a carpenter’s helper at 
the Vernon refinery, he has also 
worked in the Wilmington area for 
the Engineering Construction De- 
partment. 


Alphonse S. Miguel will complete 
33 years of company service in the 
Right of Way department. He is 
presently Senior Draftsman. 





Tulin and Doyle 
Advance at Shell 


The appointment of John T. Doyle 
to manager of the natural gas and 
gasoline division for Shell Oil Com- 
pany in Los Angeles, effective Jan- 
uary 1, 1952, was announced on De- 
cember 27th by S. F. Bowlby, vice 
president for the company’s Pacific 
Coast exploration and production 
area. 


R. S. Tulin 
(Handling special assignments for Shell's 
head office) 


Doyle, who began his career with 
Shell in 1933 as a roustabout in 
Long Beach, succeeds R. S. Tulin 
who has been selected for special 
assignment by Shell’s New York 
head office. Tulin continues his 
headquarters in Los Angeles but 
will spend full time on special nat- 
ural gas and gasoline problems af- 
fecting the company’s United States 
and Canadian operations. 

Born in Washington, D. C., Doyle 
received his electrical engineering 
degree from the University of Mary- 
land in June 1933 and joined Shell 
the following month. In 1935 he be- 
came assistant engineer and served 
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in that capacity in both Long Beach 
and Bakersfield. Following his ap- 
pointment in 1938 as division engi- 
neer in the company’s Los Angeles 
Basin division, Doyle subsequently 
served as field engineer, Los Angeles 
office; division engineer, Ventura; 
senior exploitation engineer, Oil- 
fields; and technical assistant in the 
San Francisco office. 





John T. Doyle 


(Manager Natural Gas and Gasoline Di- 
vision.) 


In November 1947 he was made 
assistant manager of the natural gas 
and gasoline division and has served 
in that position until his recent pro- 
motion. Mr. and Mrs. Doyle, to- 
gether with their three daughters, 
make their home in South Pasadena. 


James L. Cowell, senior geologist 
for Shell’s coastal division, has been 
elected secretary-treasurer of the 
Pacific section, Society of Economic 
Paleontologists and Mineralogists 
for 1952. 


Next April, Warren J. (Bud) Ty- 
son, Signal Oil Company’s central 
division office accounting depart- 
ment, will celebrate his 25th wed- 
ding anniversary with his wife, 
Doris, and his 17-year-old daughter, 
Valeria. Bud worked in a San Fran- 
cisco bank for 22 years before join- 
ing Signal in February, 1943. He 
served a short time as clerk in Sig- 
nal’s San Francisco branch office and 
then was transferred to Alameda 
and accounting work. 
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F. S. “Bud” Fobes Heads New 
Baker Division in Canada 


Baker Oil Tools, Inc., and its 
wholly owned subsidiary, Baker 
Transworld, Inc., have announced 
the transfer, effective January 1, 
1952, of F. S. “Bud” Fobes from 
California to Calgary, Alberta, Ca- 
nada, where he will assume the 


duties of Division Manager of Bak-. 


er Transworld’s newly established 
Canadian Division. 

Mr. Fobes is no stranger to the 
problems of Canadian operators. His 
previous assignment as Assistant 
Sales and Service Manager of Baker 
Oil Tools’ Western Division includ- 
ed frequent and extended visits to 
Canada representing Baker. In his 
new assignment as Canadian Di- 
vision Manager of Baker Trans- 
world, Inc., Mr. Fobes will continue 
to represent Baker, but will operate 
out of the newly established Ca- 
nadian Division headquarters in Cal- 
gary. 

During and after completion of 
his university work at U.S.C. and 
U.C.L.A., Mr. Fobes gained wide 
and valuable experience in the oil 
fields of California and the Gulf 
Coast before he began his employ- 
ment with Baker in 1940. He en- 
tered the U. S. Navy in 1942, and 
served for the duration of World 
War II, and separated with the rank 
of Lieutenant in 1945. Mr. Fobes 
returned immediately to Baker, serv- 





F. S. Fobes 


ing first as Sales and Service Engi- 
neer, and then, from June, 1946, as 
Manager of the Advertising and 
Product Information Department. 
He has been Assistant Sales and 
Service Manager of Baker’s West- 
ern Division since January, 1949. 

3aker Transworld, Inc., the Baker 
subsidiary company, is at present 
operating in both Canada and Vene- 
zuela. Establishment of Division 
Headquarters in Calgary will serve 
to facilitate Baker’s Canadian ac- 
tivities. Services as rendered in the 
past by Dowell, Inc., will be con- 
tinued and supply companies will 
continue to carry the usual stock of 
Baker equipment. However, Mr. 
Fobes’ permanent assignment to 
Canada will enable him to maintain 
even closer contact than in the past 
with Canadian operators, as well as 
with Dowell, Inc. and the various 
supply companies. 


Ben Mater Returns 
From Venezuela 

B. E. “Ben” Mater, Export Sales 
Engineer for Baker Oil Tools, Inc., 
has just returned from his second 
trip this year to Venezuela, where 
he has spent the past few months 
consulting with operators and assist- 
ing in the operations of Baker’s sub- 
sidiary company, Baker Transworld, 
Inc. 

Mr. Mater reports that more 
strings are working in both Eastern 
and Western Venezuela than at any 
time in the past and that the tend- 
ency is apparently toward even fur- 
ther increase. Production is at a 
peak and the new discovery fields 
in Western Venezuela, with their 
lighter oil, seem to offer a potential 
increase in both quality and quan- 
tity of production. 

According to Mr. Mater, the pres- 
ent rate of Venezuelan activity or 
better should continue for a con- 
siderable time to come. 


Robert W. Atha, widely known 
West Texas operator, has returned 
to Midland after vacationing in Los 
Angeles. His tour to the coast was 
prompted by a desire to be on hand 
to greet his son, Robert W. Atha, 
Jr., on a 30-day leave from the Ko- 
rean front. The younger Atha is 
with the 45th Infantry. Mr. Atha 
while in Southern California stopped 
with his brother, 
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M. O. Johnston 
Disposes of Interest 

M. O. Johnston, who parlayed a 
combination of Spindletop rough- 
neck experience and a good idea to 
one of the industrial giants of oil 
field specialty services, has sold his 
group of operating oil field service 
companies to Johnston Testers, Inc. 
of Houston, Texas. He is not bow- 
ing out of the industry he entered 
on the basement floor of his early 
teens and spent his adult life help- 
ing to develop as a driller, contrac- 
tor and equipment designer. He is 
a substantial stockholder and a di- 
rector in the corporation which pur- 
chased his operating organizations. 





M. O. Johnston 


W. B. “Bill” Taylor, who began 
his oil field career in Eldorado, 
Kansas and migrated to California 
in the early 1920’s and later became 
associated with M. O. Johnston in 
the middle 1930’s, heads Johnston 
Testers, Inc. as president. Since 1942 
he has been vice president and gen- 
eral manager of Johnston Oil Field 
Service Corporation, an M. O. John- 
ston Organization which headquar- 
tered in Houston and operated 
throughout the Gulf Coast and Mid- 
Continent areas. 

The M. O. Johnston group con- 
sisted of M. O. Johnston Oil Field 
Service Corporation, of Los Angeles, 
operating in California and Rocky 
Mountain States ; Johnston Oil Field 
Service Corporation, of Texas, op- 
erating in the Mid-Continent; M. O. 
Johnston Oil Field Service, Ltd. of 
Edmonton, Canada, operating in the 
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Dominion of Canada; and M. O. 
Johnston Oil Field Export Corpora- 
tion, of Los Angeles, engaged in ex- 
porting Johnston drill stem testing 
equipment. 

M. O. Johnston, working with his 
brother, the late Edgar C. Johnston 
of Longview, Texas, pioneered the 
art of drill stem testing in the 1920’s 
to determine the productive possi- 
bilities of drilled formations prior to 
going to the expense of setting cas- 
ing. It was a major contribution to 
drilling and well completion pro- 
cedure and, in its advancement with 
an ever-expanding industry, saved 
operating companies untold thou- 
sands of dollars. In their continuous 
expansion through a quarter cen- 
tury of progress, the M. O. John- 
ston Companies have developed 
many other underground services 
which are now contributing valuable 
aids to drilling and producing com- 
panies. 

Services are available through 
through Johnston Testers, Inc. 
which maintains service branches 
in all active spots in the United 
States and Canada and which ex- 
ports worldwide. 

Officers of Johnston Testers, Inc. 
are: W. B. Taylor, President; J. E. 
Smith, O. W. Ward and T. M. 
Johnston, Vice Presidents; H. F. 
Junker, Secretary-Treasurer; and J. 
H. Hambirck, Jr., Assistant Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. 

Directors of the new Corporation 
are W. B. Taylor, M. O. Johnston, 
E. C. Johnston, H. F. Junker, J. E. 
ae 





W. B. Taylor 





Smith, L. B. Martin, Ed Rotan and 
Richard J. Kneedler. 





Largey Named 
Sales Manager 

W. Edward Largey has been ap- 
pointed general sales manager of 
Petroleum Engineering Associates, 
Inc., and Oil Properties Consultants, 
Inc., Pasadena. This was announced 
by Florent H. Bailly, president of 
the companies. 


W. Edward Largey 


Petroleum Engineering pioneered 
reservoir engineering and _ labora- 
tory service. Oil Properties Con- 
sultants, Inc., specialize in geologi- 
cal and engineering service. 

Mr. Largey long a prominent 
figure in petroleum circles, formerly 
was advertising director of Byron 
Jackson Co. and Emsco Derrick and 
Equipment Co. 





Four University of Southern Cali- 
fornia geologists at Los Angeles 
have been conducting survey of the 
Mojave desert. They are Dr. Thom- 
as Clements, Dr. Richard H. Mer- 
riam and Richard Stone and Harold 
Reade, graduate students. Among 
other strange facts discovered they 
found that under the surface of the 
desert, 30 miles east of Barstow, the 
temperature was 150 degrees or 40 
degrees higher than in the air three 
feet above the ground. The survey 
will be extended into the Salton Sea 
area, Imperial Valley and portions 
of Arizona. 
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NEW! WEST COAST 
SALES and SERVICE for 


K-R:> WILSON 
HYDRAULIC PRESSES 


Now! K. R. Wilson Hydraulic Press Sales and Service to 
serve all Western Industry—from a Los Angeles Office 
and Warehouse! 


Tremendous industrial growth, throughout all the west, 
has resulted in an increased demand for KRW Hydraulic 
Press Equipment. To meet this demand a fully staffed 
Sales and Service Office and Warehouse, amply stocked 
with KRW Standard Model Presses and Genuine KRW 
Press Parts, will be maintained to render better and 
faster service to all KRW western customers. 


If you are not acquainted with K. R. Wilson Hydraulic 
Presses, stop in at this new office and warehouse. See this 
outstanding line of hydraulic presses—operate them 
yourself! KRW makes a hydraulic press to do your job 
easier, better, faster—AT LOWER COST! 


To all old KRW Hydraulic Press Users, we maintain 24 
Hour Service on all KRW standard presses, and IMME- 
DIATE DELIVERY of ALL GENUINE KRW RE- 
PAIR PARTS. 


Hand, Air-Oil, Motor Operated 
Hydraulic Presses.in capacities 
from 25 to 200 tons. 






FORGING MOLDING 
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STRAIGHTENING 


K. R. Wilson Hydraulic Press Sales & Service 
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Waukesha Motor Company 
Names Advertising Manager 


The Waukesha Motor Company 
has announced the appointment of 
Mr. Harry J. Lemmer as Advertis- 
ing Manager of the Company. Mr. 
Lemmer entered the Waukesha Mo- 
tor organization in 1942, following 
a number of years as Chicago pas- 
senger traffic representative for the 
Union Pacific Railroad and service 
in the passenger and promotion de- 
partments of the Illinois Central and 
Chicago Great Western Railroads. 





Harry J. Lemmer 


During the war Mr. Lemmer act- 
ed as Technical Information Man- 
ager and supervised the publication 
of technical manuals ordered by the 
Armed Services using Waukesha 
engines and power units all over the 
world. In 1946 he assumed the 
duties of Assistant Advertising Man- 
ager and served in that capacity for 
five years. He has been active in 
community and charitable enter- 
prises in Waukesha and is presently 
a City Alderman and a member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Wau- 
kesha Memorial Hospital. 


The Waukesha Motor Company, 
established in 1906, manufactures 
industrial and heavy-duty truck type 
engines and power units, railway 
passenger car air conditioning and 
electric generating engine-driven 
equipment, and fuel-rating labora- 
tory engines. During the fiscal year 
ending in 1951, total sales exceeded 
thirty-two million dollars. 


BS&B Opens 
San Francisco Office 

Mr. Henry A. Ruysser, Jr., Vice 
President and General Sales Man- 
ager of Black, Sivalls & Bryson, Inc., 
Kansas City, has announced the 
opening of another new California 
Sales Office at San Francisco. An- 
nouncement was recently made of 
the opening of a Los Angeles Office. 

Mr. Ross Baze, West Coast Sales 
Manager, Los Angeles, will be in 
charge of the San Francisco office, 
locally assisted by Mr. Warren J. 
May, Sales Engineer. 

Mr. May, a graduate from Iowa 
State with a degree in Industrial 
Engineering, was formerly a Project 
Engineer for Panellit, Inc., Chicago, 
and was previously Superintendent 
of the Industrial Department for 
Clinton Foods, Inc., Clinton, Iowa. 

The San Francisco office will han- 
dle the complete line of BS&B oil- 
field products, Safety Heads and the 
BS&B Climax Controls in the north- 
ern part of California. The address 
is 55 New Montgomery Street, tele- 
phone YUkon 2-1065. 


In keeping with a longtime cus- 
tom Hancock Oil Company during 
the holiday season gave each em- 
ployee a nice bonus check, an or- 
der for a turkey and a year’s sub- 
scription to the Reader’s Digest. 
Will J. Reid, company president, 
was the author of a moving and ap- 
propriate Christmas greeting as fol- 
lows: 

“As the wise men bearing gifts 
for the Christ Child, so we too bear- 
ing gifts will visit our loved ones 
and friends at this Christmas time. 

“In this—the finest, richest, the 
most blessed country in the whole 
world—let us each resolve to do all 
in our power to keep it free and to 
see to it that the servants who re- 
present us in the high places of gov- 
ernment are decent and honest men 
who like us, possess a deep and abid- 
ing love of country.” 

Mr. Reid, in addition to his busi- 
ness life, has been long noted for 
his civic and philanthropic efforts. 


Top Executive Changes at 
Baash Ross Tool Co. 

L. F. Baash, president of Baash 
Ross Tool Company, announces the 
appointment of F. L. Tooley as ex- 


Huffman Advances at B. J. 


A. M. (Huffy) Huffman has been 
appointed Sales Engineer for Byron 
Jackson Co., to be located at Casper, 
Wyoming, according to an an- 
nouncement by B. A. Hilliard, Sales 
Manager of the Oil Tool Division. 
Mr. Huffman will represent Oil Too] 
and PB Divisions in the Rocky 
Mountain District. 

Mr. Huffman has had an excellent 
background in the oil industry. He 
spent 10 years with Standard Oil Co. 
of California in the Drilling and Pro- 
duction Department. In addition, he 
was with Drilling Exploration Co., 


Tee 


Ss 
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A. M. Huffman 


for 11 years, five years of which 
were spent in Brazil. He has been 
with Byron Jackson Co. since 1945, 
and has spent three of the past six 
years in South America. Mr. Huff- 
man is married and will make his 
home in Casper. 





ecutive vice president of the com- 
pany. 

Haskell Wotkyns, formerly sales 
manager, has been named a vice 
president in charge of the Mid-Con- 
tinent district. 

Glenn Johnson, chief engineer, be- 
comes vice president in charge of re- 
search and development. 

E. M. Gerke, Mid-Continent sales 
manager, has been elevated to sales 
manager. John L. Dickmann was 
named chief engineer. 
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Lieut. Col. Charles F. (Fred) 
Liebrecht, former member of Signal 
Oil Company’s home office staff, is 
now serving as intelligence officer 
attached to the staff of X VL Corps, 
Artillery Section, Camp Sendai, Ja- 
pan. Fred earlier commanded the 
980th Field Artillery at Camp Hau- 
gens, Japan. 

John H. Bivins has been named 
director of the American Petroleum 
Institute, succeeding Baird H. Mark- 
ham, who retired on January 1. Biv- 
ins was formerly associate director 


of the API. 


Mark Morris, San Joaquin Valley 
oil producer, who divides his time 
between Bakersfield and Los An- 
geles, now makes Southern Califor- 
nia headquarters at the Arcady on 
Wilshire boulevard in the City of 
the Angels. Mark, an Atlanta boy, 
is an alumnus of the University of 
Georgia. 

American Management Associa- 
tion will hold its 1952 western mid- 
winter general management confer- 
ence in Los Angeles on January 
14-17. T. S. Petersen, president of 
Standard of California, and Robert 
L. Minckler, president of General 
Petroleum Corporation have been 
named to a committee of 19 of the 
country’s leading industrialists who 
will arrange details of the meeting. 

A host of friends and business as- 
sociates are mourning the passing of 
Frederick Buck, for the past 11 
years assistant editor of General Pe- 
troleum’s house program, “Doings 
In General.” Mr. Buck died in Pasa- 
dena following a long illness brought 
about by an accident in June, 1951. 





Porter L. Howard, general traffic 
manager of Sun Oil Company, one 
of the nation’s greatest oil organi- 
zations, retired December 31, 1951, 
according to an announcement by 
Robert G. Dunlop, company presi- 
dent. Howard has been active in the 
transportation and petroleum indus- 
tries for more than 45 years. He 
completed 32 years of service with 
Sun,heading its traffic department 
during the last 21 years. 

The Veterans’ Administration 
Wadsworth Hospital at Sawtelle re- 
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ports continued improvement in the 
condition of Louis Chappuis, Los 
Angeles geologist and engineer. 
Louis, who recently underwent a 
serious operation on his throat for 
cancer, will soon enter the Univer- 
sity of Southern California at Los 
Angeles for a special course de- 
signed to aid in the recovery of ar- 
ticulation following such surgery. 
Louis is one of the most popular 
members of the oil fraternity. 


Henry Koenig, Shell Oil Com- 
pany, has retired to a life of ease 
after 29 years and two months serv- 
ice with that organization. He start- 
ed with Shell on Signal Hill at the 
absorption plant, later going to the 
refinery as a pipefitter. A year later 
he was transferred to the marine 
loading station at Mormon Island, 
and in due time to be the first pump- 
er to load a ship from the company 
docks. Henry served as pumper 
for two decades. During the past 
eight years he has been a marine 
dispatcher, the post he held at the 
time of his retirement. 


E. Ivor McCray, 51, long identi- 
fied with oil lease and land business 
in Los Angeles, died of a heart at- 
tack at his Bel-Air home. Last rites 
were held at Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park. 





William T. Powell has been elected Exec- 

utive Vice President of Emsco Derrick & 

Equipment Company, a new position creat- 

by Emsco’s Board of Directors. 

Mr. Powell has been with Emsco fourteen 
years and Vice President nine years. 





Robert (Bob) Lytle enjoys the 
salubrious climate at Palm Springs 
these nippy days, but he couldn’t 
resist leaving the desert spa to be 
in attendance at the Illinois-Stan- 
ford Rose Bowl football game. In- 
cidentally, Bob’s sensational thor- 
oughbred, Interpretation, seems fit 
and sound once again and ready to 
burn up the Santa Anita track with 
that speed of his. 





New officers and retiring officers of the Los Angeles Basin Chapter of the A.P.I. snapped 
after the recent elections during the last scheduled meeting for 1951. (Left to right): 
Charles Gandaubert, General Petroleum Corporation, retiring Chairman for 1951; William 
“Andy” Anderson, Oil Tool Corporation, retiring Secretary-Treasurer for 1951; Stafford 
Park, Fullerton Oil Company, Chairman elect for 1952; Tal Ledbetter, Union Oil Com- 
pany, Vice-Chairman elect for 1952; Art Curran, Schlumberger Well Surveying Corpo- 
ration, Secretary-Treasurer elect for 1952; Herman Schaller, McCullough Tool Company, 


Assistant Secretary-Treasurer elect for 1952. 
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Bellevue Area 
Offset Staked 

Having completed its Quinn No. 
43-2 in the Bellevue area of Kern 
County for a current rate of produc- 
tion of 135 barrels of 34.4 gravity 
crude oil daily along with 66,000 
cubic ft. of gas daily, Superior Oil 
Company has staked and is nearing 
the spudding stage with a northeast 
offset job. It is Brittain No. 52-2 
some 990 ft. south and 330 ft. east 
from the north quarter corner of Sec. 
2-30s-26e. 
Arvin Offset 
Well Starting 

Havenstrite Oil Company has lo- 
cation staked for its Richards No. 2 
well on Sec. 22-31s-29e, an easterly 
offset to the company’s recent dis- 
covery in the Arvin area, Kern 
County. The finder, Richards No. 1 
on the same section, developed new 
fault block production. It is putting 
out at present 210 barrels of crude 
oil a day from an interval of 6785- 
6914 feet in the Santa Margarita 
formation. 





Cuyama Valley 
Duster Reentered 

An interesting redrill job evident- 
ly is in store for a wildcat test drilled 
by Richfield Oil Corporation three 
years ago in Cuyama Valley. The 
hole was abandoned at 3450 ft. on 
Sec. 6-10n-27e. It flew the banner of 
Russell No. A-34-6. 

On Sec. 28-32s-20e Humble Oil 
continues to core ever deeper with 
its Federal-Sawyer No. 1 at a depth 
of 8280 ft. 


Temblor 
Trv Starts 


Ferguson & Bosworth are ready 
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to delve for new oil in the Temblor 
area of San Joaquin Valley with a 
wildcat named Harris No. 1 and lo- 
cated on Sec. 31-29s-21e. 


Castaic Hills 
Pool Important 

The Texas Company’s Honor 
Rancho NCT-One No. 2 on Sec. 36- 
5n-17w, three-quarters of a mile 
southeast of the Continental-Ster- 
ling-Trousdale discovery well in the 
Castaic Hills is a completion. It 
came in from a total depth of 5950 
ft. at the rate of 310 barrels of 31 
gravity oil a day through a 20/64-in. 
choke. Tubing pressure was re- 
ported 500 pounds and casing 1400 
pounds. Source of production is from 
a substantial oil sand measure in the 
Sterling zone. Speaking of the Ster- 
ling sand, Richfield Oil’s Golden No. 
83-35 on Sec. 35-5n-17w, about 1000 
ft. southwest of the oil finder, is 
being completed in this sand zone. 
Total depth is 5524 ft., with casing 
cemented at 5480 ft. A formation 
test of the interval from casing shoe 
to bottom reacted with a flow of 
more than 500 barrels of 31.5 grav- 
ity oil daily. Rynne-Fisher No. 2 
on Sec. 35, located 660 ft. north- 
west of the discovery and also un- 
dertaken by the Continental-Ster- 
ling-Trousdale interests, at last re- 
ports was drilling below 7700 ft. 
This well evidently found the Ster- 
ling sand absent, a condition point- 
ing to a possible pinchout in a north- 
erly direction. At any rate, develop- 
ments so far in this part of the Los 
Angeles Basin apparently have 
opened a wide terrain to drilling. 
The discovery of production in the 
Sterling pool early in September 
with the Rynne-Fisher No. 1 well 
probably overshadows any other find 


during the year just closed. Don’t 
be surprised if Texaco’s Honor Ran- 
cho NCT-One No. 8 on Sec. 6-4n- 
16w, the most northeasterly job in 
the Honor Rancho field proves the 
best producer there to date. That is 
the consensus of field men. Bottomed 
at 6450 ft., the well has 7-in. casing 
set at 6205 ft. and is about to be 
given a chance to show what it can 
do on a full-fledged production trial. 


Goose Slough 
Find Indicated 

With the well bottomed at 10,073 
ft. and 51%-in. casing set at 10,063 
ft., all signs point to a new discovery 
by The Texas Company in its KCL- 
Goosloo No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 20- 
29s-25e in the Goose Slough area, 
Kern County. The wildcat reposes 
a half dozen miles west of the 
Greeley field on more than 2000 acres 
of leases assembled by Texaco. About 
a half-mile northeast of The Texas 
Company effort, Western Gulf Oil 
Company drilled its McAlpine proj- 
ect to 10,596 ft. without success. 


Rosedale 
Tests Listed 

Three more drilling jobs have 
been staked by Humble Oil and Re- 
fining Company in the Rosedale 
area. Rosedale-Stevens Comm. No. 
2 and No. 3 will drill on Sec. 15- 
29s-26e and Renfro Comm. No. 1 
will dig on Sec. 22-29s-26e. The com- 
pany is testing its T. N. Knight No. 
1 wildcat on Sec. 15. Drilled to a 
bottom of 5971 ft. and plugged back 
to 5938 ft., the project on re-test of 
the interval of 5902-5912 ft. put out 
45 barrels of fluid with a 45 per cent 
cut of salt water during a 14-hour 
period. 
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GLOBE patented 
“2-Cutter” ROCK BIT, 
: type $S-2C 


Here’s the Globe “‘2-Cutter” designed and 
' engineered chiefly for soft formations...especially 


















where heavy, sticky materials are encountered. 
The long, widely spaced teeth tear into the 
formation and “gouge” it out... digging hole faster, 
at less cost! Thorough, uniform washing 
action and intermeshing teeth keep cutters 
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clean-and digging steadily, hour after hour. 


branches in: BAKERSFIELD AND VENTURA, CALIFORNIA @ CASPER, WYOMING @ DALLAS, HOUSTON, 
" ODESSA, AND TYLER, TEXAS @ DUNCAN, OKLAHOMA @ LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA 








Los Angeles Basin 


McNally Ranch 
Try Oil Bereft 

The Texas Company put down 
its McNally Ranch No. 1 on Sec. 
23-3s-llw near La Mirada station to 
10,280 ft., but efforts were evidently 
in vain as the project has gone the 
way of all dusters. At Long Beach, 
Texaco’s Gilbert Brown No. 1 test 
near the intersection of State street 
and Termino avenue on Sec. 28-4s- 
12w is coring and drilling ahead at 
7243 ft. Electric log was run to 
0668 it. 


Del Valle 
Tests Dig 

Drilling as this is set down is at 
a depth of 6810 ft. in Standard Oil’s 
Blair No. 7 test on Sec. 15-4n-17w 
in the Del Valle area. Southern Cali- 
fornia Petroleum’s N.L. & F. No. 2 
interrogator on Sec. 20-4n-17w is 
digging at 8980 ft- 


Chatsworth 
Venture Digs 

Venturing for new oil at Chats- 
worth, Sunray Oijl Corporation’s 
Porter Estate No. 81-16 on Sec. 16- 
2n-low is making hole steadily 
ahead below 4350 ft. Near Lancaster 


in Antelope Valley, H. W. Shaffer’s 
Muntz No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 9-7n- 
l4w is moving deeper at 4405 ft. 


Placerita 
Try On Pump 

The latest information from 
George Dexter’s Wagner No. 2 test 
on Sec. 36-4n-l6w at Placerita de- 
noted that the well was ready to 
pump from a total depth of 1663 ft. 
Plans appear to have been drawn by 
Vincent J. Puccio and Carl Doshay 
to deepen from 992 ft. their Puccio- 
Doshay No. 1 test on Sec. 3-3n-15w 
at Placerita Canyon. 


Newhall Test 
Drilling Ahead 

In the Newhall townsite area, 
Continental Oil’s Braille No. 3 test 
on Sec. 1-3n-l6w continues to poke 
deeper below 3500 ft. The project 
is designed to extend the Braille 
Pliocene pool a short distance from 
the Talisman Oil Company’s Braille 
No. 1. The latter picked up a new 
pool in going to a total depth of 
3196 ft. last March. Present rate of 
production is about 20 barrels of 20 
gravity crude oil daily. Continental’s 
interesting deep test in the Seal 


Standard Oil Company of California’s Placerita No. 14 in Placerita Canyon. Left to 
right: Haig Davidian, floorman; Bill Saviers, floorman and Jacob B. Canton, floorman. 
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Beach field known as Bixby No.62 on 
Sec. 2-5s-12w has reached 12,162 ft. 
and is in the throes of a fishing job 
at that level. Phillips No. 1, a test 
on Sec. 6-3n-15w at Whitney 
Canyon, has been rigged to pump. 
Total depth is 8253 ft., with plug 
at 1415 ft. 
Puente Test 
Keeps Working 

After sanding up, cleanout opera- 
tions were the order of the day with 
Richfield Oil’s Hurley No. A-1 on 
Sec. 9-2s-10w at Puente in Los An- 
geles County. Redrilling stopped at 
2400 ft., following an original trip 
with the drill to 4797 ft. The com- 
pany is expected to shortly take the 
first bite of ground in the North- 
ridge area with its No. 1 wildcat 
on the Mulholland property. This 
drill site is on Sec. 28-2n-l6w. 


Elsinore Try 
Off The Board 

Commercial shows were evidently 
lacking to a bottom of 950 ft. with 
the result Andrew J- St. Pierre, Jr., 
has given up his St. Pierre No. 1 
venture on Sec. 26-5s-6w on _ the 
north shore of Lake Elsinore, River- 
side County. Three test wells in the 
county appear to be idle at this time. 
They include Max N. Hamerling’s 
M.N.H. No. 1 on Sec. 21-4s-6w, and 
Eugen Kronisch’s Christopher No. 1 
on Sec. 3-5s-6w at Corona. The 
former drilled to 797 ft. and plugged 
back to 630 ft. The latter drilled 
to a total depth of 1190 ft. Also 
idle is Cherrydale Oil Company’s 
Cherrydale No. 1 on Sec. 6-3s-7w in 
the Prado Dam area. It has been 
drilled to 2478 ft. 


Colton Job 
Drills Ahead 


At Colton in Bernardino 
County, John W. Brashears is mak- 
ing hole at 2740 ft. with his Dana 
No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 26-1s-5w. L. 
H. Cameron’s No. M-8 on Sec. 32- 
2s-8w in the Chino Hills is testing 
water shut off. Total depth is 2480 
ft., with plug at 1676 ft. and 7-in. 
casing set at 1204 ft. 


San 
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Ventura Avenue 
Test Drills On 

Drilling is continuing the even 
tenor of its way at 7907 ft. in the 
Lloyd Corporation Ltd’s W.S. No.2 
on Sec. 20-3n-22w in the Ventura 
Avenue area. No.S-4is ready to spud 
on Sec. 19-3n-22w. Newell Oil Com- 
pany’s Dixie No. 4 on Sec. 5-4n-19w 
at Sespe is idle at 1360 ft. 


Bardsdale 
Well Idle 


Sand and water with oil colors 
was bailed on test of Nelson J. 
Hansen & Company’s Robertson No. 
1 well on Sec. 1-3n-20w in the Bards- 
dale field and operations suspended. 
The well was carried to 1481 ft. and 
then plugged back to 1062 ft. In 
the Sespe field, Louis C. Chappuis 
& Associates’ No. 1 on Sec. 33-5n- 
19w is idle at 1023 ft- In the Tapo 
Canyon field, Fullerton Oil Com- 
pany’s N.L. & F. No. C-1 on Sec. 
36-4n-18w is digging at 1130 ft. 
Douglas Oil of California at last 
reports was drilling rapidly ahead 
below 3100 ft. with its McCroskey 
No. 6 well on Sec. 20-9n-32w in the 
Cat Canyon field. On wildcat ground 
in the Tepusquet area, British-Amer- 
ican Oil’s British-American-Hono- 
lulu Rancho Suey No. 1 is redrilling 
at 1350 ft. The venture, on Sec. 5- 
10n-32w, was first drilled to 4070 ft. 


Orcutt 
Well Digs 

In the Orcutt field in Santa Bar- 
bara County, Union Oil’s Hartnell 
No. 13 well is drilling at 7560 ft. A 
fishing job was successfully com- 
pleted somewhat higher in the hole. 


Guadalupe Try 
Goes Off Board 

A depth of 6350 ft. wrote the final 
chapter to Los Nietos Company’s 
LeRoy No. A-3 test well on Sec. 
22-10n-26w at Guadalupe, Santa 
Barbara County. Rothschild Oil’s 
3ishop No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 7-4n- 
28w on land west of the Goleta 
field is redrilling at 2855 ft., after a 
first trip to 2865 ft. In the Corral de 
Quati area, Shell Oil has abandoned 
Orton No. 2 test on Sec. 27-7n-30w 
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at 6185 ft. The Monterey formation 
was topped at 3383 ft. 


Red Mountain Try 
Seeking Black Oil 


Under the imposing banner of 
Amerada Petroleum Corporation the 
H. & S. No. 1 wild kitty is making 
hole at 4200 ft. on Sec. 9-3n-24w in 
the Red Mountain area of Ventura 
County. At Ojai, E. H. A. Andrews’ 
Carty No. 2 wildcat on Sec. 11-4n- 
23w is drilling at 3640 ft- after suc- 
cessfully completing a fishing job. 


Camulos Rancho 
Oil Hunt Ended 

A bottom of 9138 ft. was all Gen- 
eral Petroleum cared to go in search- 
ing for new oil with it Camulos No. 
1 on Sec. 21-4n-18w in the Camulos 
Rancho area, Ventura County. New- 
hall Land & Farming Company’s 
County Line No. 1 test on Sec. 32- 
4n-17w in the Newhall Potrero area 
on the Ventura County side of the 
Ventura-Los Angeles County line is 
making headway with the drill at 
9100 ft. At Santa Paula Creek, Kem- 
per Oil & Associates is busy twirl- 
ing the bit at 1404 ft. in its No. 1 
wildcat on Sec. 27-4n-2lw. South 
Mountain unproved ground has the 
operating attention of Ohio Oil. 
There the company is drilling its 
Norman Richardson No. 1 on Sec. 


24-3n-21w at 4420 ft. 


Reyes Peak 
Try Drills 

Atop Reyes Peak in the Pine 
Mountain area of Ventura County, 
Standard of California’s interesting 
Hattie Russell No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 
11-6n-23w continues to bite deeper 
at 8640 ft. The company’s Pidduck 
No. 1 wildcat at Montalvo Sec. 20- 
2n-22w, is down 9912 ft. at this 
writing and reaming. 


Santa Ana Rancho 
Wildcat Drilling 

Chismahoo No. 1 is the designa- 
tion of Superior Oil Company’s wild- ° 
cat effort digging at 2430 ft. on 
Sec. 9-4n-24w in the Santa Ana 
Rancho area, Ventura County. Un- 
ion Oil’s Simi No. 15 on Sec. 11-3n- 
18w in the Simi area is coring at 
7740 ft. The company’s Ex-Mission 
No. X-5 is a location on Sec. 26- 
4n-22w and ExMission No. X-6 on 
Sec. 30-4n-2lw are locations in the 
Wheeler Canyon area. 
Cat Canyon 
Test Grinds 

The Cat Canyon area in Santa 
3arbara County is the site of Gen- 
eral Petroleum’s Houk No. 43-9 test 
on Sec. 9-9n-33w, which at last re- 
ports was making its way down- 
ward below 6350 ft. Murphy Bros. 
has location for its No. 1 test staked 
on Sec. 34-8n-34w near Lompoc. 


Guiberson Oil Corporation’s York No. 3 in the Placerita Canyon Field. Left to right: 
Bill Eddings, head well puller; Bill Airheart and Spiv Trester. 
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LUFKIN, TEXAS 


Branch sales and service Houston, Dallas, New York, Tulsa, Los Angeles, Seminole, Oklahoma City, 
Corpus Christi, Odessa, Kilgore, Wichita Falls, Casper, Wyoming; Great Bend, Kansas. 
Lufkin Equipment in CANADA is handled by 


THE LUFKIN MACHINE CO., LTD. 14321 108th Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 





Harris Test 
Drills Ahead 

In the Harris sector of Santa Bar- 
bara County, Union Oil’s Harris No. 
A-2 test on Sec. 12-8n-34w is drilling 
at 4030 ft. in a quest for A-1 pro- 
duction. 


Moody Gulch 
Wildcat Fades 


Out of the development picture 
has gone Los Nietos Company’s 
Holy City No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 9- 
9s-lw in the Moody Gulch area, 
Santa Clara County. Drilled to an 
original bottom of 4659 ft. and then 
redrilled to 3185 ft., the well showed 
nothing commercial on conventional 
interrogation. Molino Oil Company’s 
Fisher & Shire No. 1 prospect job 
near Sargent on Sec. 36-11s-3e at 
last reports had been drilled to a 
depth approximating 900 ft. 


Santa Cruz 
Test Rigging 

Near the town of Santa Cruz in 
Santa Cruz County, Union Oil Com- 
pany is rigging to begin drilling its 
Teresa Hihn No. 2 wildcat on Sec. 
33-10s-le. At Pescadero in San Ma- 
teo County, The Texas Company’s 
Steele No. 1 on Sec. 36-7s-5w is 
poking ahead below 7550 ft. 


Upper Ojai 
Try Plugged 

After drilling to a total depth of 
7922 ft., Bankline Oil Company has 
plugged at 1600 ft. and abandoned 
the lower portion of its B. & L. No. 
D-1 wildcat on Sec. 12-4n-22w at 
Upper Ojai, Ventura County. Bank- 
line has turned the well over to 
Ojai Oil Company for attempted 
completion in a relatively shallow 
zone. On Sec. 8-4n-21w, Richfield’s 
Hillside No. 1 test is making hole 
ahead at 2815 ft. 


Willow Pass 
Wildcat Works 


Contra Costa County’s Willow 


' Pass sector is the scene of an in- 


' teresting wildcat test being drilled 
' under the banner of John Baldwin, 
| Operator. Called Baldwin-Soite No. 
1, the well is drilling below 3100 ft. 
on Sec. 17-2s-lw. Texaco’s Hancock- 
Wente NCT One No. 1 is a loca- 
tion on Sec. 27-3s-2e in the Hospital 
Nose area, Alameda County. 
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Peachtree Valley 
Wildcat Digs Deeper 

In Peachtree Valley in Monterey 
County, California’s great Union Oil 
Company is drilling below 1400 ft. 
with Mee No. 2 wildcat on Sec. 16- 
20s-lle. A prior test failed to find 
the address of new oil. The Texas 
Company’s Los Lobos wildcat, Alice 
Garrissere Two No. 1 on Sec. 24- 
22s-9e, is drilling steadily ahead at 
3304 ft. South of the San Ardo field, 
Wilshire Oil Company,Inc., threw 
iin the towel at 5052 ft. with its Hun- 
ter No. 71 on Sec. 26-23s-10e. In 
the San Ardo field, Jergins Oil Com- 
pany has wrapped up Orradre No. 
132-2 on Sec. 2-23s-10e for 100 bar- 
rels of 12.5 gravity oil from 2472 ft. 
The Lombardi formation was topped 
at 2117 ft. and the Aurignac at 2422 
ft. 
Napa County 
Job Drilling 

In Napa County’s Vaca Mountain 
area Western Gulf Oil Company is 
digging deeper below 9800 ft. with 
its J. N. Knowles Na. 1 wildcat on 
Sec. 28-9n-3w. Northwest of Tracy 
in San Joaquin County, Seaboard 


Oil Company has called it quits at 
4692 ft. with Mary Simos No. 1 
test on Sec. 8-2s-5e. 


La Habra Drill 
Program Mapped 

Rothschild Oil Company is ready 
to embark upon its drilling program 
in the La Habra Heights area. 
Ground has been graded for the first 
two jobs—Nuckols No. 1 and No. 2 
on Sec. 30-3s-llw, Los Angeles 
County. 


Calexico Test 
Finds No Crude 


Having failed to poke into new 
oil supplies, The Texas Company 
abandoned its Jacobs NCT-One No. 
1 exploratory venture on Sec. 18- 
17s-14e in the Calexico area of Im- 
perial County. The company’s next 
drilling job in the county will be 
on Sec. 31-11s-10e at San Felipe 
Hills. 


O. D. Chase, formerly superin- 
tendent for Fowler Drilling Com- 
pany of Long Beach, has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of all drill- 
ing and production for Macmillan 
Petroleum Corp. 
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San Joaquin Valley 


Cuyama Valley 
Wildcat Quits 

Richfield Oil’s J. G. James No. 1 
exploratory project on Sec. 9-9n-26w 
at the south fringe of Cuyama Val- 
ley failed of its purpose and was 
given up at 11,336 ft. The project 
drilled on land about a mile and 
one-half southeast of the company’s 
Cox No. 35-5 and on test of the in- 
terval of 10,519 and plug at 10,605 
ft. failed to react with commercial 
vigor. The company’s Adams U.S. 
No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 27-8n-24w, 
Ventura County, at last reports was 
digging at 5900 ft. Richard L. Par- 
ris and Lewis L. Curyea are down 
317 ft. with Curyea No. 32 on Sec. 
25-9n-23w. Elmer B. Stone of San 
Francisco pulled out of his No. 1 
test on Sec. 30-9n-23w at the shal- 
low depth of 255 ft. This probably 
was the shallowest hole ever put 
down in the valley. 





Tejon Area 
Adds Producer 

Reserve Oil & Gas Company of 
San Francisco continues to punch 
down good wells. The latest 
is the the company’s Reserve No. 
46A-34, which came in from 2967 ft. 
yielding 206 barrels of clean 18 grav- 
ity oil a day. The well was finaled 
in the S-4 zone. It is a west offset 
job to Bright No. 3 well. Drilling & 
Production’s O.M.B. No. 46-33 on 
Sec. 33-11n-19w has been completed 
on the pump at a plugged depth of 





4458 ft. Representative production 
gauge is not yet available. The well 
was drilled to a total depth of 4492 
ft. In the central sector of the Tejon 
Ranch, Reserve Oil is drilling its 
No. 78-33 on the same section. It 
was last reported working around 


1700 ft. 


Ciervo Test 
Will Continue 

Hancock Oil Company has taken 
over E. A. Bender’s Glenn No. 1 
wildcat on Sec. 22-16s-13e in the 
Ciervo Anticline area of Fresno 
County. Present plans call for mov- 
ing in rotary rig to supplant cable 
tools which have carried the well to 
a depth several hundred feet below 
grass roots. Bender is understood 
to have retained an overriding royal- 
ty in the play, which spreads over 
considerable ground. At Camden, R. 
B. Breckenridge is near the spudding 
stage with his Foreman No. 1 wild- 
cat on Sec. 31-16s-20e. He has loca- 
tion staked for Georgeson No. 1 on 
the same section. Southeast of Coa- 
linga, Hans B. Sumpf has reached 
4900 ft. with Hughes-Gribble No. 1 
try on Sec. 10-21s-l5e. Long & 
Hedges has pulled out of its No. 
2-18 wildcat on Sec. 18-12s-21e in the 
Clovis area. The project quit at 446 
ft. in basement rocks. Oceanic Oil’s 
Standard-Caribou No. 47X-32 is a 
location on Sec. 32-21s-16e, Jacalitos 
Hills. Standard Oil’s No. 6-9-7E on 
Sec. 7-2ls-l5e is standing at a 





General Petroleum Corporation's Notten No. 5 in the Ventura Ave. Field. Left to right: 
O. R. Wilson, head well puller: H. E. Walker, floorman and J. E. Click, floorman. 
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plugged depth of 2680 ft. Total bot- 
tom is 2747 ft. 


McKittrick 
Test Fails 

Development west of the McKit- 
trick field sounded a discouraging 
note when the Bender-Stansbury- 
Webb Anderson No. 2 wildcat on 
Sec. 15-30s-2le was plugged and 
abandoned at 8205 ft. The well was 
an offset to the Anderson No. 1 dis- 
covery, which was completed more 
than three months ago. 





Arvin Test 
Finds Crude 

Havenstrite Oil Company has 
clicked with its Richards No. 1 ex- 
tension test in the Arvin area of 
Kern County. The well, on Sec. 22- 
31s-29e, came in from 6958 ft. flow- 
ing at the rate of 210 barrels of 36.4 
gravity oil and 180,000 cubic feet of 
gas a day. The producing interval 
from 6785 to 6913 ft. is generally 
regarded as a zone in some phase 
of the Santa Margarita formation. 
The landowner is reported to have 
first leased his property to an oil 
operating organization 30 years ago. 
Havenstrite apparently is the ninth 
lessee to hold this particular ground. 
The Texas Company, meantime, is 
digging at 5580 ft. with its George 
No. 3 on Sec. 23-31s-29e. 


Simmler 
Try Quits 

With the abandonment of Shell 
Oil’s McDonald Estate No. 28-30 
wildcat near Simmler on Carrizo 
Plains, fieldmen reckoned that no 
less than 40 explorers drilled in that 
part of California have ended up dry 
and still thirsting for crude oil. Shell 
drilled the well down to 11,684 ft., 
the deepest hole ever put down on 
Carrizo Plains. On the Gonyer An- 
ticline in the Hovey Hills area, Bob 
Lytle’s Dougherty No. 1 wildcat on 
Sec. 6-11n-24w is idle at 9336 ft. 
Near Atascadero, Canon Drilling 
Company’s Heilman No. 1 prospect 
job on Sec. 7-28s-l3e is slugging 
away below 1600 ft. In the Temple- 
ton area, Gene Reid Drilling Com- 
pany is making hole ahead at 1120 ft. 
with its Horstman No, 1 explorer on 
Sec. 32-27s-12e. 
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New discoveries in the Big Horn 
and Powder River basins of Wyo- 
ming underlined oil developments 
in the Rocky Mountain region as 
one of the most eventful years in 
the history of the industry closed 
with “all rigs busy.” It was a year 
that witnessed remarkable expan- 
sion, opening up vast new vistas of 
petroleum reserves in the big Wil- 
liston Basin of North Dakota and 
eastern Montana. Despite severe 
winter storms that blasted the north- 
ern plains in December, hard bitten 
drilling crews kept punching ahead 
in this new area. 

Meanwhile, rapid development 
continued in the Julesburg Basin of 
northeastern Colorado and western 
Nebraska and the Uintah Basin of 
Utah, which promise to grow even 
more active in 1952. 

A promising deep pool was un- 
corked in Wyoming’s Big Horn 
Basin by the team of Husky Oil 
Co. of Cody and Wilshire Oil Co. 
of Los Angeles. Northwest of the 
Worland field (a 1946 discovery), in 
Big Horn County, the operators 
cored thru an 87-ft. solid section of 
Embar limestone pay below 11,639 
ft., which means 25 ft. thicker than 
the Embar pay zone in the deep 
Worland field. Unlike the Worland 
field, however, acid treatment was 
not required to make the limestone 
yield. Tests indicated a gas flow 
of 20 to 30 million cubic feet per 
day, with a medium hydrogen sul- 
fide content (initially testing about 
15 percent). The gas was accom- 
panied by a flow of 46.9 gravity con- 
densate. Apparently the operators 
had penetrated a gas cap on top of 
the structure, a structure as large 
in area as the Worland field. Ray 
Chorney, geologist for Wilshire, said 
subsequent down flank drilling may 
establish sizable oil reserves. Seven- 
inch casing was landed at 11,940 ft., 
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New Mexico—Utah—Wyom 





just above the Tensleep zone, which 
will be cored for full evaluation of 
the structure. 

Development of new hydrogen 
sulfur gas reserves in the Big Horn 
Basin pointed urgently to the need 
for more facilities for the extraction 
of commercial sulfur, now in great 
demand. Wyoming law now pro- 
hibits the flaring of sulfur gas, as 
was done in the first three years of 
production at Worland field. Either 
the sulfur must be utilized, or sour 
crude production shut in or greatly 
restricted. Texas Gulf Sulphur’s 
plant in the Worland field is already 
too small to handle the big volume 
of sulfur gas produced with the oil 
in that pool, and must consider ex- 
pansion of plant facilities. Recent 
discoveries of sour crude with sulfur 
gas at Slick Creek (on the outskirts 
of Worland) and Manderson are also 
shut in pending the construction of 
additional sulfur plant facilities. Sev- 
eral firms are reported to be investi- 
gating the possibilities, but nothing 
definite has been announced at this 
writing. 

General Petroleum’s Slick Creek 
field, which first. promised to be a 
major oil pool in the Big Horn 
Basin, has been somewhat disap- 
pointing. The structure is smaller 
than first surmised, and apparently 
reserves of hydrogen sulfide gas will 
not be sufficient to warrant construc- 
tion of a sulfur plant in the field. 
In that event, plans for piping the 
sour gas to some central point for 
processing will be explored. 

Another interesting sulfur pros- 
pect looms at Gulf Oil Co.’s wildcat 
in the Little Gooseberry creek area 
of Washakie County: The firm’s No. 
1 Stockham-Federal well in section 
2-46n-94w tested a gas flow of nearly 
a million cubic feet daily from the 
Third Frontier sand between 10,242- 
10,312 ft., with a flow of 49.5 grav- 
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ity sweet oil. If deepened to Embar 
lime, the venture may run into sour 
crude with sulfur gas, as has been 
the case at Worland, Slick Creek, 
Five-Mile, Manderson and _ other 
deep Big Horn Basin ventures. On 
the other hand, the operator may 
complete the well in the Frontier 
zone to avoid the problems involved 
in sulfur gas disposal. 

As the year ended, oil operators 
were debating whether the Big Horn 
Basin or the Powder River Basin 
would be the hottest area in 1952. 
Judging by the lease play of recent 
months, the Powder River Basin 
will witness the greatest activity. 
The northeastern Wyoming area be- 
came feverish again with Stanolind’s 
recent discovery at North Fork, near 
the town of Kaycee, which pushed 
production along the west flank of 
the Basin fully 30 miles to the north 
of the Sussex-Meadow Creek pools. 
The leasing fraternity immediately 
snapped up everything available 
from Kaycee northward into south- 
ern Montana. 

Stanolind’s discovery at No. 1 
Mains-Govt. in section 19-44n-8lw 
found good production in the Ten- 
sleep sand below 6485 ft. Drilling 
deeper, it tested fresh water from 
the Madison lime between 7399-7434 
ft., and is now plugging back for 
completion in the Tensleep sand. 
This venture, coupled with Conti- 
nental’s development of new Ten- 
sleep reserves in the Meadow Creek 
area, once again brings the Tensleep 
horizon to the forefront as a promis- 
ing sand in the Powder River Basin, 
which heretofore has scored largely 
in Upper Cretaceous sands such as 
the Frontier, Dakota and Lakota. 

Conoco added the Tensleep to pay 
horizons in the Meadow Creek field 
of Johnson County when its No. 98 
Unit in 11-41n-78w recovered 5300 
ft- of oil on a recent drillstem test. 
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South America. Let the Tretolite field engineer 
in your field show you how Tret-O-lite has 
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Top of the sand was picked at 8982 
ft. Oil tested about 30 gravity. Ear- 
lier in the year, Conoco made a Ten- 
sleep discovery five miles north of 
the Sussex field. 

At North Casper creek in Natrona 
County, somewhat to the west of 
previous recent drilling along the 
west flank of the Powder River 
Basin, Bruce Anderson, Harold 
Barnes and R. L. Peterson, Casper 
independents, have brought in a 
promising well from the Tensleep 
horizon. Since the structure has a 
tremendous water drive, the opera- 
tors set casing on top of the pay 
sand to avoid water contact—but 
expect to skim substantial produc- 
tion from the horizon. While the 
oil is black and low gravity, it finds 
a good market at this time in Casper 
refineries. 


At the region’s deepest drilling 
venture, Pure Oil Co. was coring 
below 16,300 ft. at the West Poison 
Spider field near Casper. Objective 
is the Nugget sand in the Sundance 
formation. 


Several important tests are under 
way along the west flank of the 
Powder River Basin. These include 
Carter’s test at the Burke ranch 
north of Casper, which had shows of 
oil in the Frontier sand; the Stano- 
lind test southwest of the old Salt 
Creek field, and Mark Davis’ ven- 
ture north of the same field. Carter 
is drilling at Steele Creek, well north 
of the production in Johnson Coun- 
iy. 

Oil executives foresee new peaks 
in exploration, leasing and develop- 
ment for the Rocky Mountain region 
in the year ahead. It was estimated 
that more than $100,000,000 was ex- 
pended on seismograph work in the 
year just ended, which was more 
than double the record of previous 
years. 


Amerada’s discovery of oil in the 
Devonian below 10,000 ft. touched 
off a multi-million acre leasing cam- 
paign in the Williston basin, which 
scooped up an estimated 50 million 
acres under lease. The venture later 
was recompleted in the Madison lime 
formation. Shell Oil made the first 
discovery in the Montana portion of 
the Basin with its find in the Charles 
formation of Mississippian age near 
Richey in Dawson county. Other 
discoveries followed. 
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At Shell’s nearby Pine Unit in 
Richey County (Sec. 30-12n-57c), 
the swab test was 350 bbls. oil per 
day, measuring 33 gravity and cut- 
ting 10 percent salt water. Well is 
being put on the pump. 

Carter Oil is unitizing 14,000 acres 
in the Forsyth area of Rosebud 
County, Mont., centered in twps. 4 
and 5 north and range 40, east. The 
Texas Co. is drilling a venture north 
of Glendive in Dawson county for 
its second Williston Basin wildcat. 
The company’s first strike at Cedar 
Creek, the NPRR-B-1, is still testing, 


In North Dakota, Stanolind made 
location for a test to basement rocks 
in McLean County (18-150n-80w). 
This is the firm’s first drilling ven- 
ture to explore extensive holdings 
in the state. Amerada has several 
wells drilling ahead. The Califor- 
nia Co.’s wildcat in Bottineau coun- 
ty was rumored to have found oil 
shows below 6800 ft., but this has 
not been confirmed by the operator 
and at last reports the well was 
drilling below 7200. 


In the Julesburg Basin, discov- 
eries moved westward during 1951. 
The year tallied 128 wildcat comple- 
tions, of which 12 were rated as 
new discoveries or new pay zones. 
A third of more than 200 develop- 
ment wells were dry on completion. 

Highlighting developments in this 
Basin, J. G. Dyer of Denver and 
others found oil in the “D” sand 
around 6740 ft. in the old Grease- 
wood pool of Weld County, Colo- 
rado; and Plains Exploration dis- 
covered oil in the Dakota sand at 
5195 ft. in the Logan area southwest 
of Sterling. 

In the western Nebraska portion 
of the Basin, Ohio Oil Co. had four 
new strikes in Cheyenne and Deuel 
Counties. Discoveries were also 
scored by Gulf in Kimball County, 
Wytex Petroleum and Derby Oil Co. 
in the same county and C. D. Ed- 
monson in Deuel County. 

About 12 miles north of Sterling, 
Colo., Sinclair is testing the Parke 
No. 1 wildcat after testing 1040 ft. 
of 38 gravity oil in the “D” sand 
below 4649 ft. Amerada has sched- 
uled another wildcat at sec. 29-8n- 
58w in Weld County. Ohio has 
started a venture two miles east of 
the Johnson field in Cheyenne Coun- 
ty, Nebraska. The number of drill- 
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ing ventures in the entire Julesburg 
Basin in 1951 was nearly as great 
as that of the entire state of Wyo- 
ming. 

Interest in Utah centered as usual 
in the big Uintah Basin, where the 
California Co. made a discovery at 
Red Wash in the Green River frac- 
tured shale zone between 5000-5050 
ft. Continental and Carter also had 
success in the same formation at 
Duchesne, Utah. A gas discovery 
by Byrd-Frost of Dallas at Clear 
Creek in Carbon County had sig- 
nificance for the area south of Salt 
Lake City. 

In the year ahead, there will be 
heavy investments by major oil com- 
panies in Utah, as well as in the 
Basin and Range province of west- 
ern Utah and eastern Nevada, where 
Standard of California and Conti- 
nental have embarked on a drilling 
campaign. 

Recent reports from Reno indicate 
that applications for oil and gas 
leases on three quarters of a million 
acres have been filed in the federal 
land office there. Filings were made 
by Texas and Oklahoma residents. 
Leasing is concentrated throughout 
southern and central Elko County, 
from twp. 26n-45n and ranges 56e- 
70e. Previously most leasing activi- 
ty has been south of this area. 

In the news developments of the 
region, Glenn E. Nielson, president 
of Husky Oil Co. of Cody, announced 
the purchase by its Canadian subsid- 
iary of all of the black oil holdings 
in Lloydminster, Sask., from a group 
of Canadian firms. Most of the 
properties involved are adjacent to 
present holdings of Husky in the 
area. Husky has six of its own rigs 
operating in the Lloydminster area 
at this time. 

Robert R. Rose, new assistant 
secretary of interior, has been dis- 
cussing the department’s synthetic 
fuels development program with oil- 
men in the region. He pointed out 
that the department has called on 
a prominent New York accounting 
firm to analyze its figures on the 
cost of coal hydrogenation, which 
differ from API industry figures. 
The department and the API are 
fairly close on costs of shale oil re- 
fining, he commented. In any event, 
the assistant secretary said, the de- 
partment is not rushing in headlong 
to build billion dollar plants, but will 
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work closely with industry on prob- 
lems of the synthetic fuel industry. 
Economic, rather than political con- 
siderations will govern the choice of 
plant sites in the Rocky Mountain 
region and elsewhere, he empha- 
sized. 

Several Rocky Mountain opera- 
tors were appointed by Oscar Chap- 
man, secretary of the interior, to the 
National Petroleum Council (NPC) 
and the Gas Industry Advisory 
Council for the coming year. Reap- 
pointed to NPC were Warwick M. 
Downing, Denver independent; 








Profitable Production 


We should know how to be helpful 
to you in your business. Producers 
have been our friends, customers 
and associates for more than 30 
years. We help them: they help us. 

Our wide experience should help 
you, too. Any well is likely to be 
profitable, more dependable and 
more satisfactory generally when 
equipped with a JENSEN Pumping 
Unit. 

Talk with our customers and deal- 
ers. Study our section in the Com- 
posite Catalog. For the sake of 
economy and profit get all the de- 
tails on JENSEN Pumping Units be- 
fore you buy. 
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Glenn E. Nielson, Husky Oil, Cody; 
M. H. Robineau, Frontier Refining, 
Denver and R. S. Shannon, Pioneer 
Oil, Denver. Charles S. Hill, Den- 
ver independent, was newly appoint- 
ed to the council. Named to the Gas 
Industry Council were R. W. Hen- 
dee, Colorado Interstate Gas, Colo- 
rado Springs, and F. T. Parks, Pub- 
lic Service of Colorado, Denver. 

P. C. Spencer, president of Sin- 
clair Refining, announced the pur- 
chase of marketing facilities of 
Crown Oil throughout Wyoming. 
Crown has been distributor for Sin- 
clair products in Wyoming for. 17 
years, with 22 bulk plants and 90 
retail outlets. 

The second annual Rocky Moun- 
tain section meeting of AAPG is 
scheduled for Feb. 28, 29 in the Hotel 
Utah at Salt Lake City. It is ex- 
pected to draw a large number of 
geologists from the Rocky Mountain 
region. 





Coalinga Test 
Attracts Interest 

Universal Consolidated Oil Com- 
pany is all set to drill an interesting 
test well in the Coalinga Northeast 
area of Fresno County. The well, 
labeled Seaboard-S.P. No. 27-31, lies 
on Sec. 31-18s-16e on a spread of 
2500 acres of leases held jointly by 
Universal and Seaboard Oil Com- 
pany. Location also is a mile north 
and a little east of three wells drilled 
and abandoned some years ago by 
Sharples Corporation on Sec. 6-19s- 
16e. These earlier wells produced for 
a time before output reached the 
unprofitable level. The Universal- 
Seaboard project is aimed primarily 
for production in the Gatchell sand, 
which is expected to show its ap- 
pearance at 9500 ft., plus or minus. 
Individually, Universal is mapping 
out a new drilling program in the 
La Habra area of Los Angeles 
County. 

Steele Petroleum Company of 
Phoenix, Arizona, which has scored 
with particular oil development suc- 
cess in the Tejon Hills of Kern 
County, has spudded its Coalinga 
Nose No. 1 on Sec. 24-20s-15e. The 
test offsets the Binkley lease, for- 
merly owned by Universal, but now 
under the Union Oil Company ban- 
ner. 
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THE PAST YEAR shows Kern 
County Oil Industry’s position im- 
proved. The record breaking level 
of demand has been the most im- 
portant factor to be sure. It was 
only in September we related that 
Kernoilwigs talked about overpro- 
duction and excessive inventories. 
Two months later the country was 
demanding over 8 million barrels a 
day and Kern came in for its call 
quite proportionately. 

OILMEN HERE in Kern feel that 
stocks are about right in relation to 
current demand, although some anx- 
iety was apparent over spring fuel 
oil for homes and some gasoline 
stocks with winter interference in 
some sections of the country. 


ABOUT THE NEW YEAR, a 





feeling of general optimism exists. 
Exploitation is to continue. Explo- 
ration money is available. No trou- 
ble is expected with new legislation. 
Some improvement, on account of 
recently handed down decisions, is 
expected ... in 1952 law-making 
bodies. 

FRIENDS AND RELATIVES 
of “middle east” oilwig residents are 
turning in some interesting reports 
back home. How the oil was re- 
placed by stocks other than Iranian. 
How no other bids are coming in for 
Abadan’s surpluses. Not enough 
tankers ... no firmed up gasoline 
stocks are attractive enough. Eng- 
land and USA might get together 
and settle the problem if Russia 
bought oil. Keep Iran stirred up is 


ae 


better plan, say the folks home for 
Xmas from over there. Russia 
would rather develop oil along bor- 
der . . . Iran stopped it in 1946, In- 
teresting to have this news first 
hand. 

AND ALL THIS IS RELATIVE 
to what we have been saying. And 
Kern plays such an important part 
in not only California but in the 
country as a whole. 

NOT LONG AGO Everett Pease, 
district geologist for Sunray Oil 
handed us an A.A.P.G. Pacific Sec- 
tion Directory. We cannot remem- 
ber when we have so appreciated 
such a useful gift. We get so many 
stories and nobody seems to know 
how to spell names and most of the 
time they just refer to Tom or 





Check branch 
engaged in Producing..... 


Marketing..... 


Refining..... 





PUGEED sob ae oeaap rou denwissasanwweenineelens 
ARI MRIES sys as ig Ves tatar ite Sian ovata larsnaridteswtbte Stair 
RO sa ie tle eh ote aes State 
Penne tet ee ob letas Company 


Natural Gasoline .... 
Manufacturing 


Subscriptions accepted only from persons actively 
connected with the oil industry. 
CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 
2404 W. 7th St., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


dust S gists and Petroleum Engineers 
YES! You mid send me the © Most extensive logging experience in 
CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD California 
for one year, for which | . 
enclose $1.00. ; 


3312 W. Vernon 
Tel. AX. 5503 








Jomtien see mmomcaretaa ne saan 


A Competent Staff of more than 30 Geolo- 


Exclusive analytical evaluation of Data 


10 Logging Units in operation in California 


These factors mean SERVICE PLUS on the log- 
ging requirements of your important Wildcat 


Wells in California. 


FORMATION LOGGING 


SERVICE COMPANY 
- (Peters Logging Service) 
Los Angeles 8, Calif. 





220 Haberfelde Bidg. 
Bakersfield, Calif. 
Tel. 2-0773 











FIRST ISSUE, JANUARY, 1952 


Page 33 








Lowell. . why, half the guys don’t 
know the other halves’ names let 
alone trying to spell them out. As 
a matter of fact, we think we have 
misspelled so many times that this 
is just a little gentle hint. It saves 
about 25 or thirty telephone calls 
anyway. 

OILMEN HERE started their 
1952 politics early . . . that is some 
of the oilwigs did. Day before the 
close of the old year those eligible 
voted TOM WERDEL. (R. 10th 
Dist.) as leader of the Convention 
Delegates to select a_ presidential 
nominee. This came as news to 
everyone. 

GEORGE SUMAN told us he had 
a,couple of fires out north of the 
Kern River during the _ holidays. 
Tide Water Associated jack lines 
and other apparatus frictionized to 
the tune of about 25 thousand dollars 
George told us too, that one 
of the most important pieces of lib- 
eral legislation enacted at the last 
session of legislature was effective 
January 1. The oil industry is going 
to feel the maximum state disabil- 
ity insurance payments, from $25 
to $30,without additional payroll de- 
duction. 


TEN 


loss. 


PETROLEUM REFIN- 


ERIES, including cracking plants, 


a rs ae 


GREETINGS FROM THE GENE REID CREW, and a Happy New Year for Kem Oil in 


operated in 1951. They are DOUG- 
LAS OIL COMPANY OF CALI- 
FORNIA, near Lamont; GENER- 
AL PETROLEUM CORPORA- 
TION, Lebec; GOLDEN BEAR 
OIL COMPANY, Bakersfield at 
Oildale; MOHAWK PETROLE- 
UM CORP., PALOMAR REFIN- 
ING CO., Bakersfield; NORWALK 
COMPANY, Maricopa; STAND- 
ARD OIL COMPANY of CALI- 
FORNIA; SUNLAND REFINING 
CORP.; UNION OIL COMPANY 
of CALIFORNIA, all of Bakers- 
field; and NORWALK COMPANY 
at Mopeco-Bakersfield. 

L. A. WHITLOCK, Harold Don- 
avan, M. B. Pardew, L. W. Fried- 
man, W. R. Winton, K. E. Grigsby, 
Merle Moore, W. E. Osburn and 
Homer Ambrosier are the operating 
officers in charge. They are pro- 
ducers, too, many of them Produc- 
tion Pioneers of gasoline. Skimming 
and cracking, lubricating oils, and 
asphalt products are made at these 
plants. Mr. Whitlock is on the sick 
list at this writing. 

CONSOLIDATED WESTERN 
STEEL CORPORATION notified 
its customers in the crude oil pro- 
ducing areas particularly, that CW- 
SC with 17 other operating com- 
panies will cease doing business as 





1952. Trying to make the first completion for the new year, these oilwigs started Christ- 
mas Eve and at New Year's Eve time were hopeful of going places first with the latest. 


Standing, left to right: W. R. HIGDON, Drilling Foreman; WERT 


ELKINS, cathead: BOB 


BROWN, derrickman. Sitting: ALEX GROSS, driller; and JACK DYNES, piperacker. 
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a separate company. On December 
31 they were all merged with United 
States Steel Company, which is also 
a subsidiary of United States Steel 
Corporation. Plants and business of 
the company will operate as “The 
Consolidated Western Steel Divi- 
sion, United States Steel Company.” 


THE OIL INDUSTRY can right- 
fully take credit for reducing auto- 
mobile accidents in Kern County for 
1951. About 20 lives have been 
saved. It is interesting to know that 
with all the horrors of “Bloody 99” 
at the Grapevine, that it still only 
represents 9% of total Kern fatali- 
ties. We want to tell this story again 
and again. 


WELCOME TO KERN COUN- 
TY ... William M. Burcham from 
South Gate, to Bowen Fishing Tool 
Company as manager. Harry R. 
Feder from Balboa to be Oceanic 
consulting geologist. Leonard F. 
Helm for Norwalk Company. Jack 
Lund from San Gabriel as Scout and 
Lease man for The Texas Company. 
Edward Lee Blood from San Luis 
as a bit contractor for himself. Jerry 
K. Thomas, as accountant for Ohio 
Oil Company, came here from San 
Diego. John L. Browning, paleon- 
tologist for Shell Oil Company... 
here from Oakland, California. John 
W. Coty went to work for Hopper 
Machine Works which does a big 
business for the oil industry. Glen 
K. Foster from Fillmore for Haven- 
strite Oil Company as lease man- 
ager. 

WE WERE GLAD to see George 
Hummell return from Manhattan 
Beach to Baash Ross Tool Company 
as superintendent of its field shops. 
Always will remember how well 
George, when over in Taft, liked to 
surf bathe . . . how he ever got to 
Manhattan is a mystery. . . how he 
will get along without a daily dip 
in the Pacific Ocean come next July, 
is another. 


FOR THE FIRST TIME in 
many an oil day history, the West- 
side Oil World of Taft vicinity is 
having a big debate over additional 
hospital bonds. Waxing hot and 
heavy are oilmen on either side. By 
next writing all will be forgiven 
in good old American fashion with 
no scars visible, whether the bonds 
carry or not. In any other country 
many persons would have to leave 
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town, start a feud or perhaps a full 
scale war. 


TWO BILLION DOLLARS in 
shiny new dollars may be the story 
for Kern’s bank debits for 1951. It 
looks like November report made 
the one billion nine hundred million 
total . . . add December’s reports 
from all banks in Kern County and 
that may make it, since Kern had 
a record breaking Yuletide buying 
spree. And the farm income, which 
everyone thought would be higher 
than oil, is only predicted to be $200 
millions ... oil is pegged at $250 
millions. 


OILMEN ALL OVER CALI- 
FORNIA knew B. W. Mitchell of 
the Southern Pacific’s San Joaquin 
Valley District. He received a pro- 
motion last month when _ they 
changed engines up at the helm in 
San Francisco. Well, now we have 
to announce the name of DAN P. 
BOYKIN who is already here from 
Los Angeles taking over his new 
duties as Superintendent. Certainly 
all oilmen and others join with us 
in greeting him with “Unlimited 
Good Wishes” and success on the 
new job with the new year. 


WE SEE BY THE PAPERS 
where Harry D. Husky Jr. has come 
up from Long Beach to join the 
Hillman Kelley Oil Tool clan up 
here. Good luck, Harry. Cheryll 
and Lauri came along with him and 
wife Diane. They bought a home 
here and settled right down like a 
fine young American couple does 
when business moves them from 
here to there. There is one thing 
most of us Americans love and that 
is Xmas and Noo Yeahs on Tues- 
days. Certainly have to use brakes, 
it seems to us. 


LT. COMMANDER DEAN 
JOHNSON is spending his furlough 
in Taft. His ship, the USS Bon 
Homme Richard, has returned from 
Korea where it engaged the enemy 
as the flagship of Task Force 77. 
Johnson is CIC officer on the “Bon- 
nie Dick.” Box score of the carrier 
shows 4086 enemy troops killed ; 1650 
buildings, 63 tanks, 411 bridges, 205 
factories, 3160 railroad cars, 65 loco- 
motives, 1884 trucks and vehicles, 
183 field guns, 115 small craft, 100 
supply dumps, 830 railroad cuts, 198 
highway cuts destroyed or damaged. 
The carriers job of interdiction used 
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up 5278 tons of “ammo.” Looks like 
a full scale war over there. 

ONE OF THE NEWS of the new 
year began last year, but in 1952 
the news continues ... as founda- 
tions for the new $4 million refinery 
at Elk Hills have a scheduled pour- 
ing early in January. Lt. Comm. 
Floyd Warren Gootch made this an- 
nouncement day after Christmas. 

ELK HILLS REFINERY is only 
about half the work that has been 
planned for Elk Hills since its budg- 
et calls for over $7 millions. The 
p-operty up here is owned jointly 
by the Standard Oil Co. of Califor- 
nia and the Navy. Parsons-Macco 
will construct the gas plant, but En- 
gineers Limited will construct the 
pipeline work. Over 300 employees 
will be engaged. Industry for the 
Westside. 

FOLLOWING UP ANDERSON 
No. 1 discovery well at McKittrick, 
was: No. 2, and as you know it was 
abandoned thus throwing oil-absent- 
mud on the prospects of any great 
extension in that area. E. A. Ben- 
der, who owns 50% interest, Stans- 
bury 25 and Del Webb 25, drilled to 
over 8200 ft. with no showings and 
they have vowed to call everything 
out at McKittrick “A Wildcat” from 
now on out, it-was reported. 

MARVIN GOODE is improving 
after an operation, so he tells us... 
and wants his good friends to know 
how good he is getting along. 


SAW L. A. MILLER of Miller 
and York. He told us that one of 
the good things or two is the work 
his firm got for the year ’52 on the 
Strode No. 3 at Devil’s Den. Gilli- 
land-Davis will go back in the test 
hole for a cleanup test and try for 
gas or oil production. Two of three 
rigs, Miller reported, are tied up with 
Humble for a long term contract. 


McKITTRICK’S Anderson No. 1 
or the Bender Stansbury Webb is 
cutting 40%. This discovery well is 
now produeing only 178 b/d with 
33.9 gravity. Recompletion was 
made at 4648 feet, according to Mar- 
tin Orloff who gave the dope. 


TWENTY YEARS AGO E. E. 
Wilson, now headman with Kern 
U.S. Weather Bureau, was observ- 
ing at Lebec and reported seeing a 
rare night rainbow there. In 1931 
we observed persons having the 
same trouble at Lebec. 


IT WAS JUST FORTY YEARS 
ago that the Coles Levee road neared 
completion. That road came in 
handy after Ten Section and Coles 
Levee produced another kind of a 
rainbow. 

CITY ATTORNEY J. KELLY. 
STEELE was nominated and sub- 
sequently appointed a judge to fill 
the new municipal court require- 
ments. Governor Warren made the 
appointment. Judge Neergard, in- 
cumbent, could not accept it be- 
cause of the new law. Bakersfield 
City Council vacancy will be filled 
by. an election shortly, and another 
oilman is in the running, according 
to our reporter. Oil is coming into 
its own really in Kern County when 
it can have representatives on po- 
litical subdivisions. 

WE ALMOST FORGOT to re- 
port that for the first time in over 
a quarter of a century we had no 
high or low fog over Kern County. 
Rain quota is above normal too. All 
the Tule land is in cotton or oil, 
reason. 

WE HAD TO GO to Pasadena to 
represent Kern County and all its 
many publics before the tournament 
when a float won its first prize for 
the fourth time straight and copped 
the Governor’s cup. Mostly oilmen 
in the grandstand parade section. 
Santa Anita, we betcha, in the after- 
noon ... that is, all those except 
Stanfordites. 

SO IN DOING this we don’t get 
to go to Stockdale or Bakersfield 
Country Clubs to greet our friends 
for the season. Used to always see 
Charley Lake of “Wosco,” whose 
genial greeting warmed the atmo- 
shere early. Then Fred Owen of 
Kern County Bank, “Valve” John- 
son, of the valve supply company 
by the same name. 

WELL WE HAD BUTTER and 
Oil which is about the same as guns 
... but this year look out for less 
butter. Oil industry spent over $3 
billions on new wells, refineries and 
pipelines to boost output 15%. 
“Ditto in ’52?” 





Ben H. Woodcock, prominent 
California oil land and lease opera- 
tor, is making Los Angeles head- 
quarters at 6430 Maryland Avenue. 
He has been identified with many 
of the state’s most important oil 


plays. 
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“Cheer up, old man,” his friend 
said cheerily. “Why don’t you drown 
your sorrow?” 

“Silly boy,” he replied sorrowfully. 
“She’s stronger than I am.” 

A western Oklahoma sheriff con- 
fiscated a bunch of slot machines 
on the basis of a law banning the 
use of steel traps for catching dumb 
animals. 


A stingy man, while out of town, 
sent his wife a check for a million 
kisses as an anniversary present. 

The wife, a little annoyed, sent 
back a post card, “Dear Jim, thanks 
for the check. The milk man cashed 
it for me this morning.” 


Optimist: A guy who sits in the 
last row of the balcony and winks 
at the chorus girls. 


The soldier was reading a letter 
from his wife, and didn’t seem too 
well pleased about it. 

“What’s the matter?’ asked his 
chum. “Is there trouble at home?” 

“Well, not exactly,” replied the 
soldier, “but we’ve got a freak in 
the family. It says here: ‘You won’t 
know Willie when you came back 
home; he’s grown another foot.” 

Professor (to noisy class) : “Order, 
please!” 

Voice from rear: “Two beers 


? 


A man owned a parrot that had 
a bad habit of swearing. He de- 
cided to break the parrot of this 
habit, so he gave it quite a lecture 
on the evils of profanity and at the 
conclusion of his remarks said: 

“It’s a nice day, isn’t it?” 

The parrot replied: “Damn fine 
day.” 


The man jerked it out of its cage 
and whirled it around his head, then 
dunked it in a pail of water until 
it was nearly drowned. He then 
restored it to its cage, and while 
the parrot was still gasping and 
shaking itself, asked in a severe tone 
of voice: “Now, then, nice day, isn’t 
it?” 

To which the parrot replied: 
“Yes, sir. But where the hell were 
you when the typhoon struck?” 


Husband: “Gosh, I miss the old 
cuspidor since it’s gone.” 

Wife: “You missed it before; 
that’s why it’s gone!” 


One way to get your troubles off 
your mind is to go horseback rid- 
ing—especially if you aren’t used 
to it. 
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PULL objects into the basket. Circulating fluid is 
diverted through side passages in the barrel and ™ 
against the full circumference of the hole. Here <<a 
the fluid is deflected, moving all objects toward - 
center. Fluid flows in a continuous stream to the 
center of the tool and up through the barrel to 
return ports pulling all objects into the catcher. 
This reverse circulation action assures more com- 
plete recovery of junk in the hole and eliminates “= 
misruns. Full pump pressure can be utilized be- 
cause there’s no danger of pressure bearing against 
and causing loss of the fish. é 

An ideal tool for recovering all types of junk, 
for coring purposes, and as a hole straightener. 
Comes in sizes from 4" to 17% and is engineered 
to recover all types of bit cones used to drill hole 
sizes within its range. 

For details = call the Bowen Service Store 
in your territory or write direct. 
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